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Page  10  The  largest  occupational  category  for  South  Dorchester 

line  16  Blacks  is  Clerical. 


Page  10  The  percentage  of  Hyde  Park  Blacks  in  white  collar 

line  21  occupations  is  477.. 


Page  16  Between  1960  and  1970  the  non -white  population  in 

line  4  Hyde  Park  grew  from  112  to  542. 


Page  18  The  percentage  of  Foreign  Stock  in  West  Roxbury  was  447.. 

line  8 


Page  25  Table  F  -  4;    The  percentage  of  Hyde  Park's  total 

population  in  the  "Managers,  Administrators"  category 
is  67.. 


Discrepancies  between  percentages  reported  in  the  text  and  those 
presented  in  the  tables  are  due  to  rounding  conventions. 
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One  of  the  prerequisites  of  good  social  planning  for  an  area  is  the 
availability  of  a  sound  data  base  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  and 
make  predictions.     Such  information  as  the  population  of  an  areaj 
the  proportion  of  fatherless  families,  the  age  structure  and  the 
educational  background  all  provide  indications  of  the  most 
effective  ways  in  which  community  resources  may  be  allocated  to 
given  areas ,     It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  provide  such  a  data 
base  for  the  South  City  area  of  Boston, 

Boston,  like  all  major  cities,  is  composed  of  a  large  number  of 
neighborhoods,  each  with  its  own  unique  characteristics  and  style . 
This  report  deals  with  five  such  neighborhoods,  -  South  Dorchester, 
Hyde  Park,  Roslindales  Jamaica  Plain  and  West  Roxbury,  which  we 
have  called  South  City 

South  City  makes  up  over  a  third  of  the  land  area  of  Boston  and 
contains  a  third  of  its  residents:     Some  portions  of  it  are  suburban 
in  character,  while  others  are  suffering  from  the  blight  that 
infects  many  urban  centers .     It  is  bordered  by  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Quincy,  Milton,  Dedham  and  Brookline  and  abuts  North  Dorchester 
and  Roxbury,   two  other  Boston  neighborhoods,     It  contains  Boston's 


Reports  on  the  North  City,  West  City  and  Center  City  are  also 
available  as  part  of  this  series.- 
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largest  neighborhood,   -  Hyde  Park,  which  was  annexed  to  Boston  in 
1912,  the  large  estates  of  Jamaica  Plain,  the  middle-class  areas 
of  Rcslindale,  "suburban"  West  Roxbury  and  South  Dorchester  which 
has  experienced  drastic  population  changes  in  the  last  ten  years . 

The  information  presented  is  based  primarily  on  the  1970  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing  and  is  organized  into  two  categories: 
1)  population  and  family  composition,  and  2)  socio-economic 
characteristics..     In  some  cases  trend  data  are  also  reported,  based 
on  comparisons  of  the  1970  data  with  those  for  I960., 
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POPULATION  AND  FAMILY  COMPOSITION 


3. 


Total  Population 

Like  other  cities  in  the  United  States,  the  City  of  Boston  is  losing 
population  steadily      The  total  population  for  the  City  of  Boston  in 
1970  was  641,071  persons  (See  Table  A,  Appendix).    This  figure 
reflects  the  dramatic  decrease  in  population  that  has  been  taking 
place  since  the  1950  census,    Between  1950  and  1960,  Boston  lost 
104,247  residents.     From  1960  to  1970,  the  loss  was  56,126  persons, 
or  an  eight  per  cent  decrease  in  total  population. 

Three  of  the  South  City's  five  neighborhoods  did  not  follow  the 
overall  city  trend  of  loss  in  population  (See  Table  1,  below).  These 
are  South  Dorchester  (27.  gain),  West  Roxbury  (237.  gain).,  and  Hyde 
Park  (167.  gain)      The  city  trend  was  supported,  however,  in 
Roslindale  (77.  loss)  and  Jamaica  Plain  (77.  loss), 

TABLE  1 

CHANGES  IN  NilGHB0RH00D_P0PULAT  IONS 
FROM" 1960  TO  1970 
Neighborhood  1960  Population       1970  Population    7.  Change 


Roslindale  41,467  40,070  -  77. 

South  Dorchester  74,135  75,505  +  2 

West  Roxbury  25,328  31,190  +23 

Jamaica  Plain  35,373  33,060  -  7 

Hyde  Park  33,123  38,264  +16 


Racial  Composition 

Although  the  total  population  of  Boston  has  decreased  eight  per  cent 
from  1960  to  1970,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  seventy  per  cent  in 


the  non-white  population    (See  Table  B,  Appendix) ,    All  of  the 
neighborhoods  of  the  South  City  showed  significant  increases  in 
non-white  population      South  Dorchester  had  by  far  the  greatest 
increase,  changing  from  384  non-whites  in  1960  to  15,468  non- 
whites  in  1970,  for  an  increase  of  4,028%=    Hyde  Park,  Jamaica 

1 ;  in  r  n  ■ 1     c  3  kjatk**" 
Plain  and  West  Roxbury  also  had  large  gains  in  non-white 

population  from  1960  to  1970  with  increases  of  3847**  391%  and 
2837o,  respectively,    Roslindale  showed  a  smaller  increase  in  non- 
white  population  (897«)  • 

Nativity 

The  1970  Census  shows  Boston  to  be  composed  of  a  population  of 
diverse  origins.    Only  637»  of  the  population  was  U.S.  born  with 
native  parents,  while  3770  had  distinct  ethnic  backgrounds, 
either  foreign-born  or  of  foreign  or  mixed  parentage.    Of  those 
persons  of  foreign  stock,  the  most  sizeable  groups  originated  in 
Ireland  and  Italy  (See  Table  C,  Appendix)* 

All  of  the  five  South  City  neighborhoods  had  a  relatively  high 
percentage  of  foreign  stock:     South  Dorchester,  3970;  Hyde  Park,  417c; 
Jamaica  Plain,  4870;  Roslindale,  4870;  West  Roxbury,  447c.     In  South 
Dorchester,  Roslindale,  Jamaica  Plain  and  West  Roxbury,  the  highest 

*For  the  1960  Census,  "non-white"  includes  Negroes,  American  Indians, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Asian  Indians,  and  Malayans. 
For  the  1970  Census,  "non-white"  was  obtained  by  subtracting  "white" 
from  "total  population". 
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percentages  of  foreign  stock  claimed  Ireland  as  their  country  of 
origin.     In  Hyde  Park,  however,  the  highest  percentage  claimed  Italy 
for  a  country  of  origin;     In  addition,  there  was  a  rather  large  group 
of  USSR  foreign  stock  in  South  Dorchester,  a  large  group  of  Italian 
foreign  stock  in  Roslindalej  large  groups  of  Canadian  foreign  stock 
in  Jamaica  Plain  and  West  Roxbury,  and  a  large  group  of  Irish  foreign 
stock  in  Hyde  Park. 

Age  Patterns 

In  order  to  plan  for  and  provide  appropriate  services  to  a  community, 
it  is  necessary  to  know  something  about  the  age  patterns  in  that 
community.    Whether  to  concentrate  on  facilities  for  the  aged,  for 
children,  or  for  young  or  middle-aged  adults  depends  upon  the 
relative  proportion  of  each  age  group  in  the  population. 

When  viewed  as  a  totality,   the  City  of  Boston  had  the  following  age 
structure  in  1970:    under  5  years,  8%;  5-14  years*  16%;  15-19  years^l0%; 
20-34  years,  23%;  35-54  years,  20%;  55-64  years,  10%;  65  and  over,  13%. 

The  age  patterns  for  the  five  South  City  neighborhoods  were  very 
similar  to  the  age  pattern  of  the  city  as  a  whole.    The  primary  difference 
is  that  the  largest  age  category  for  Boston  City  was  the  20-34  year-old 
category  whereas  the  largest  (or  tied  for  largest)  category  for  the  South 
City  neighborhoods  was  the  35-54  year-old  category,,    Thus*  the  population 
on  the  South  City  was,  on  the  whole,  slightly  older  than  the  total  Boston 
City  population  . 
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Family  Structure 

Other  information  which  may  be  useful  to  social  planners  concerns  the 
types  of  family  structure  in  a  given  area.     For  example>  a  large 
proportion  of  fatherless  families  in  an  area  might  point  up  the  need 
for  Boys'  Club  or  Big  Brother  programs, 

In  the  City  of  Boston  in  1970  there  were  165.056  families  reported, 
Of  this  total,  74%  were  husband -wife  families ,  5%  had  male  heads  other 
than  the  father,  and  2YL  were  headed  by  females. 

Of  the  five  neighborhoods  of  the  South  Cityj  two  had  approximately  the 
same  proportion  of  family  types  as  did  the  city  as  a  whole.  South 
Dorchester  had  74%  husband -wife  families^  4%  families  with  a  male  head 
other  than  the  father,  and  22%  families  with  female  heads i 
Jamaica  Plain  had  73%  husband-wife  families,  57,  families  with  a  male 
head  other  than  the  father,-  and  227,  families  with  female  heads . 

The  remaining  neighborhoods  tended  to  have  a  somewhat  higher  percentage 
of  husband -wife  families  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  percentage 
of  families  with  female  heads >  as  indicated  below: 


Neighborhood 


Husband 
Families 


Families  With 
Other  Male  Head 


Families  With 
Female  Head 


Hyde  Park 
Roslindale 
West  Roxbury 


83% 

79 

83 


4% 

4 

4 


13% 

17 

13 


7. 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 

Education 

One  of  the  primary  indices  of  the  quality  of  life  of  an  area  is  the 
level  of  education  achieved  by  its  residents,     Some  indication  of  the 
level  of  education  in  Boston  is  available  in  the  Fourth  Count  Census 
Data,  in  which  approximately  one  out  of  five  Boston  residents  were 
sampled.    This  data,  which  applies  only  to  those  25  years  of  age  or 
older,  yields  the  following  percentages  for  the  City  of  Boston: 

TABLE  2 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 
BY  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 


Number  of  School         Total  White  Black  Spanish 
Years  Completed           Population        Population    Population  Population 

0-  8  Years                           267.  25%  29%  44% 

1-  3  Yrs-High  School  21  20  26  16 
High  School  Graduate  34  35  33  20 
1-3  Yrs,  College  9  9  8  9 
College  Grad .  or  More        10  11   4_  11 

100%  100%  100%  100% 


From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  477.  of  the  total  responding  did  not 
complete  high  school.    Viewed  in  terms  of  racial  or  ethnic  groups,  45%  of 
the  White  sample,  557>  of  the  Black  sample,  and  607.  of  the  Spanish*  sample 
failed  to  complete  high  school. 


"Spanish"  refers  to  those  persons  for  whom  Spanish  is  the  mother  tongue 
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Of  the  five  neighborhoods  in  South  City,  three  showed  overall 
educational  patterns  that  are  consistent  with  the  city  as  a  whole 
(See  Tables  E1-E5,  Appendix),    Roslindale,  South  Dorchester  and 
Jamaica  Plain  had  437,,  43%  and  487,  non-high  school  graduates 
respectively.    However,  a  breakdown  by  ethnic  or  racial  groups 
yields  interesting  differences  between  certain  of  these 
neighborhoods  and  the  city  as  a  whole.    For  example*  in  Roslindale 
both  the  Black  and  Spanish  samples  had  higher  percentages  of  college 
graduates  than  did  both  the  White  sample  and  the  neighborhood  as  a 
whole*    There  were  117,  Black  and  17%  Spanish  college  graduates  as 
compared  with  87,  in  the  White  sample  and  87,  in  the  neighborhood  as  a 
whole .     In  South  Dorchester,  the  percentage  of  college  graduates  in 
the  Spanish  sample  (97.)  was  higher  than  that  for  the  White  sample  (77.)  > 
while  the  percentage  in  the  Black  sample  (47e)  was  lowest  of  the  threes 
In  contrast,  Jamaica  Plain  had  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of  Black 
college  graduates  (127,)  than  appeared  in  either  the  Spanish  (117»)  or 
White  (117,)  samples. 

In  the  two  remaining  neighborhoods  of  the  South  City,  Hyde  Park  and 
West  Roxbury,  educational  levels  for  the  total  populations  are  higher 
than  those  for  the  city  as  a  whole,     Thus,  in  Hyde  Park  we  find  that 
only  397,  of  the  total  sample  did  not  complete  high  school,  and  in  West 
Roxbury  we  find  this  figure  to  be  even  lower  (29%) *    However,  this 
relatively  low  percentage  in  West  Roxbury  masks  the  fact  that  fully  83% 

It  would  appear  that  the  well-educated  Cuban  immigrant  group  in  Boston 
raises  the  general  level  of  education  for  the  Spanish-speaking  group. 


of  the  Black  sample  in  that  area  failed  to  complete  high  school. 


Hyde  Park  also  differs  from  the  city  profile  in  that  the  highest 
percentage  of  college  graduates  was  found  in  the  Spanish  sample  (387.) 
while  the  Black  sample  was  the  second  highest  group  in  this 
category  (127„  college  graduates)  and  the  White  sample  had  the  lowest 
percentage  (77.)  , 

Occupation 

Another  index  of  the  quality  of  life  of  a  given  area  is  the  type  of 
occupation  in  which  persons  in  that  area  are  engaged.     Such  data  may 
be  found  in  the  Fourth  Count  of  the  1970  Census.    Again,  approximately 
one  out  of  five  employed  persons  was  sampled,    The  occupational 
breakdown  for  all  of  Boston  in  1970  can  be  seen  in  Table  3  below: 

TABLE  3 


OCCUPATION  OF  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 

Occupation  Percentage  of  Sample 

Professional,  Technical  177, 
Managers,  Administrators  6 
Sales  6 
Clerical  28 
Craftsmen,  Foremen  10 
Operatives  (except  transport)  10 
Transport  Equipment  Operatives  3 
Laborers  (except  farm)  4 
Service  (except  private  household)  15 
Private  Household  Workers  1 

Farm  Workers   *  

1007, 
(N=246,739) 

As  indicated  in  the  table,  the  occupational  category  for  the  highest 

percentage  of  workers  is  Clerical,  Moreover,  the  table  shows  that  577» 
*  Less  than  ,  57, 
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of  those  sampled  were  in  white-collar  occupations  (i.e.,  Professional, 
Technical,  Managers,  Administrators,  Sales  and  Clerical). 

With  one  exception,  occupational  data  for  the  South  City  are  very 
similar  to  those  for  the  city  as  a  whole  (See  Tables  Fl  to  F5, Appendix) . 
Thus,  in  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale,  Jamaica  Plain  and  Hyde  Park,  the 
occupational  category  with  the  greatest  percentage  of  respondents  is 
Clerical.    Moreover,  for  these  neighborhoods,  the  percentage  of  workers 
in  white-collar  occupations  is  similar  to  that  for  the  City  :  South 
Dorchester,  54%;  Roslindale,  53%;  Jamaica  Plain,  53%;  and  Hyde  Park, 54%. 

When  the  data  for  these  four  neighborhoods  are  broken  down  into  racial 
and  ethnic  components,  a  slightly  different  pattern  emerges.  Although 
the  figures  for  the  White  sample  are  very  close  to  those  for  the  city 
as  a  whole,  those  for  the  Black  and  Spanish  samples  differ.    For  the 
Black  samples  in  Roslindale  and  Jamaica  Plain,  the  largest  category  of 
employment  is  Service  occupations.    In  South  Dorchester  there  is  a  tie 
for  the  largest  category,  with  Clerical  and  Operative  categories  both 
containing  217.  of  those  Blacks  reporting.    The  Professional,  Technical 
category  ranks  highest  for  Hyde  Park  Blacks.    Also,  in  these 
neighborhoods,  the  percentages  of  Blacks  in  white-collar  occupations  are 
lower  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole:    South  Dorchester,  39%; 
Roslindale,  35%;  Jamaica  Plain,  44%;  and  Hyde  Park,  51%. 

For  the  Spanish  populations  in  the  aforementioned  neighborhoods,  the 
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highest  percentages  of  workers  are  found  in  the  Service  (South 
Dorchester),  Professional,  Technical  (Roslindale) ,  Operatives  (Jamaica 
Plain)  and  Clerical  (Hyde  Park) . 

Of  the  South  City  neighborhoods,  the  one  exception  to  the  city 
occupational  pattern  was  West  Roxbury,    Although  the  largest 
occupational  category  (like  the  city)  is  Clerical,  the  percentage  of 
the  West  Roxbury  sample  in  white-collar  occupations  was  677»,  This 
figure  is  considerably  higher  than  that  for  the  city,  and  is,  in  part, 
due  to  the  high  percentage  of  West  Roxbury  workers  in  the  Professional, 
Technical  category  (21%) . 

Total  Family  Income 

Closely  related  to  occupational  category  is  the  factor  of  total  family 
income.    Once  again  these  data  are  obtained  from  the  Fourth  Counts  of 
the  1960  and  1970  censuses  and  reflect  the  sampling  procedure  of 
obtaining  information  from  one  out  of  five  families. 

According  to  the  census,  the  median  family  income  for  the  City  of 
Boston  in  1960  was  $5,747.     In  1970  this  figure  rose  to  $9,133,  for  an 
increase  of  59%o     (It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  between  1959  and 
1969  the  consumer  price  index  increased  340970) .    Table  4  shows  the 
percentage  of  city  families  in  each  income  category  for  1970. 
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TABLE  4 


INCOME  CATEGORY  OF  BOSTON  FAMILIES 


Income  Category 


Percentage  of  Sample 


Under  $2,999 

$3,0Q0-$5,999 

$6,000-$8,999 

$9,00Q-$11S999 

$12,000-$14,999 

$15,000-$24,999 

$25,000  and  over 


10% 
17 
22 
20 
13 
15 
3 


In  all  of  the  five  neighborhoods  of  the  South  City,  the  median  family 
incomes  were  greater  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole »    These  medians 
were;    South  Dorchester,  $9,658;  Roslindale,  $10,654;  Jamaica  Plain, 
$9,618;  West  Roxbury,  $12,306;  and  Hyde  Park,  $10,670.     In  all  of  these 
neighborhoods,  except  West  Roxbury,  the  highest  percentage  of  families 
fell  into  either  the  $6, 000-$8, 999  category  or  the  $9, 000-$ll, 999 
category ,     In  West  Roxbury,  the  category  with  the  highest  percentage  of 
families  was  the  $15,000-$24,999  category.    This  seems  consistent  with 
the  fact  that  West  Roxbury  had  a  considerably  higher  percentage  of 
respondents  in  the  Professional,  Technical  occupational  category  than 
did  the  other  South  City  neighborhoods  * 

When  the  total  populations  of  the  South  City  are  broken  down  into  White, 
Black  and  Spanish  components,  substantial  differences  among  these  sub- 
populations  may  be  seen  (See  Tables  Gl  to  G5,  Appendix).    For  the  White 
sub-populations,  the  distributions  of  incomes  are  very  similar  to  those 
for  the  corresponding  neighborhoods  as  a  whole,    However 9  in  every  South 
City  neighborhood  the  median  family  income  for  Blacks  is  lower  than  the 
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median  family  income  for  the  total  neighborhood  and  for  the  White  sub- 
population,    Thus,  while  the  median  family  income  for  Whites  in  the 
South  City  ranges  from  $9,724  to  $12s3039  the  median  for  Blacks  ranges 
from  $2,000  to  $8S833, 

For  the  Spanish  sub-population,,  median  family  income  was  lower  than  the 
median  for  the  neighborhood  as  a  whole  in  South  Dorchester,  Roslindale 
and  Jamaica  Plain,    However,  in  Hyde  Park  the  Spanish  median  family 
income  was  higher  than  that  for  the  neighborhood  as  a  whole. 


Note  that  the  income  percentages  for  Blacks  in  West  Roxbury  are 
based  on  a  very  small  sample  of  twelve  persons. 
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SUMMARY 

Roslindale 

Although  Roslindale  lost  seven,  per  cent  of  its  total  population  between 
1960  and  1970,  it  experienced  an  89%  increase  in  its  non-white 
population  during  the  same  period, 

There  was  a  relatively  large  group  of  persons  of  foreign  stock  in  this 
area  (48%  of  the  population).    Of  this  group,  the  highest  percentage 
claimed  Ireland  as  their  country  of  origin  and  the  next  highest 
percentage  claimed  Italy, 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  Roslindale  had  a  somewhat  higher  than 
average  percentage  of  husband  -wife  families  (797o)  with  a  correspondingly 
less  than  average  percentage  of  female-headed  families  (17%). 

Forty-three  per  cent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high 
school,  but  11%  of  the  Black  sample,  17%  of  the  Spanish  sample,  and  8% 
of  the  White  sample  completed  college  * 

The  largest  employment  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  Clerical,  and 
537o  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Median  family  income  for  Roslindale  was  $10,654,  which  is  higher  than 
that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.    Moreover,  the  largest  percentage  of 
families  were  in  the  $9, 000-$ll,999  income  bracket. 
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Jamaica  Plain 

Between  1960  and  1970,  Jamaica  Plain  lost  seven  per  cent  of  its 
total  population.    However,  its  non-white  population  increased 
from  282  to  1,384,  for  an  increase  of  391%. 

This  area  had  a  relatively  high  percentage  of  foreign  stock  and 
the  two  largest  ethnic  groups  were  the  Irish  and  the  Canadians, 

In  terms  of  family  structures,  Jamaica  Plain  was  about  average, 
having  73%  husband -wife  families  and  227«  families  with  female 
heads . 

A  slightly  higher  than  average  percentage  of  this  area's  residents 
did  not  complete  high  school  (48%),  but  12%  completed  college. 

The  greatest  percentage  of  workers  in  this  area  were  in  clerical 
positions  and  537»  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Jamaica  Plaints  median  family  income  was  $9,618  which  is  slightly 
higher  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.    The  most  frequently 
reported  income  bracket  was  $6,000-$8, 999. 
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Hyde  Park 

Between  1960  and  1970  an  additional  5>141  persons  moved  into 
Hyde  Park,  for  a  16%  increase  in  total  population,    During  this 
same  period,  the  non-white  population  grew  from  112  to  430. 

A  relatively  large  percentage  of  this  area's  residents  were 
classified  as  foreign  stock  (41%),  with  Italy  and  Ireland  being 
the  most  frequently  reported  countries  of  origin. 

A  somewhat  higher  than  average  percentage  of  this  area's  families 
were  husband -wife  families  (837„),  while  a  relatively  small  amount 
were  headed  by  females  (13%). 

The  educational  level  in  Hyde  Park  was  somewhat  different  than 
that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.    Only  39%  of  the  population  did  not 
complete  high  school,  but  only  7%  completed  college. 

Fifty -four  per  cent  of  this  area's  workers  were  in  white-collar 
occupations  and  the  most  frequently  reported  job  category  was 
Clerical . 

Hyde  Park's  median  family  income  at  $10,670  was  slightly  higher 
than  average,  and  the  highest  percentage  of  families  was  in  the 
$9,000-$ll,999  income  bracket* 
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South  Dorchester 

From  1960  to  1970  South  Dorchester  added  1*370  residents  to  its 
total  population  for  an  increase  of  2%,    This  figure  is  somewhat 
misleading,  however  since  15$084  non-whites  moved  into  the 
neighborhood  during  the  same  time  period 0 

This  area  had  a  slightly  higher  than  average  percentage  of 
foreign  stock  (39%) ;  with  Ireland  and  Russia  being  the  most 
frequently  reported  countries  of  origin, 

In  terms  of  family  structure,  the  South  Dorchester  profile  is 
almost  identical  to  Boston  City's=     In  South  Dorchester  74%  of  all 
families  were  husband-wife  families,,  while  22%  were  headed  by 
females , 

Forty-three  per  cent  of  those  questioned  did  not  complete  high 
school  and  the  percentage  of  those  who  completed  college  (6%)  was 
somewhat  tower  than  the  city  average  (107o) . 

The  largest  group  of  South  Dorchester  workers  were  in  clerical 
occupations,  and  54%  of  the  total  were  in  white-collar  jobs. 

Median  family  income  for  this  area  was  $9#658  --  slightly  higher 
than  the  city  median.    The  largest  number  of  families  were 
included  in  the  $9, 000-$ll, 999  income  bracket, 
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West  Roxbury 

Unlike  the  city  as  a  whole,  West  Roxbury  showed  a  substantial 
increase  in  population  from  1960  to  1970=    Total  population  for 
the  area  increased  by  5,862  persons,  for  a  23%  increase.  Moreover, 
during  the  same  time  period,  the  non-white  population  increased  by 

283%. 

West  Roxbury  had  a  higher  than  average  percentage  of  foreign 
stock  (267o)  i     The  most  frequently  reported  country  of  origin  was 
Ireland,  and  the  second  most  frequently  reported  was  Canada 

Of  all  families  in  this  area,  a  relatively  high  percentage  were 
husband -wife  families  (83%),  and  only  13%  were  headed  by  females. 

The  educational  level  in  this  area  was  somewhat  higher  than  that 
for  the  city  as  a  whole      Only  29%  of  the  population  did  not 
complete  high  school  while  16%  completed  college , 

Although  the  largest  occupational  category  (like  the  city)  was 
Clerical,  the  percentage  of  this  area's  workers  who  were  in  white- 
collar  jobs  was  67%,  considerably  higher  than  the  corresponding 
figure  for  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Financially,  West  Roxbury  was  wealthier  than  the  city  as  a  whole. 
Its  median  family  income  was  $12,306,  as  compared  with  $9,133  for 
the  city.     Moreover,   the  highest  percentage  of  its  families  was 
included  in  the  $15, 000-$24, 999  income  category . 
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TABLE  A 


POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Year  Total  Population  Change/10  Years  Percent  Change 

1970  641,071  -  56,126  -  8% 

1960  697,197  -104,247  -13 

1950  801,444  +  30,628  +  4 

1940  770,816  -  10,372  -  1 

1930  781,188  +  33,128  +  4 

1920  748,060  +  77,475  +12 

1910  670,585  +109,693  A2Q 

1900  560,892 


TABLE  B 


CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  NON -WHITE  POPULATIONS 


FROM  1960  TO  1970 


Area 

Boston 

So Dorchester 

Hyde  Park 

Jamaica  Plain 

Roslindale 

West  Roxbury 


Nora -White 
Population.  1960 

68,493 
384 
112 
282 
403 
53 


Non -White 
Population.  1970 

116,362 
15,852 
542 
1,384 
763 
203 


Per  Cent 
Change /10  Yrs, 

+  70% 
+4028 
+  384 
+  391 
+  89 
+  283 
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TABLE  C 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 


Jamaica 

West 

Hyde 

Country 

Boston 

S 

Dorchester 

Roslindale 

Plain 

Roxbury 

Park 

United  Kingdom 

57. 

67. 

67. 

57. 

57» 

77. 

Ireland 

23 

28 

27 

28 

29 

19 

Scandinavia 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Greece 

3 

1 

6 

7 

3 

1 

Italy 

19 

8 

21 

9 

12 

27 

France 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

Germany 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

Eastern  European 

7 

10 

5 

4 

7 

10 

Other  European 

3 

2 

2 

5 

3 

3 

USSR 

7 

19 

7 

5 

13 

7 

China 

2 

* 

* 

* 

★ 

* 

Other  Asian 

3 

1 

3 

2 

6 

2 

Canada 

15 

14 

14 

18 

14 

16 

All  Others 

9 

8 

3 

12 

2 

3 

100% 

1007, 

100  To 

1007c 

100  7o 

1007. 

(N* 

(237,089) 

(N- 

*29,449) 

(N=19,059)  (N 

=15,939) 

(N=13J649)(N=15 

TABLE  D 


AGE  GROUPS  IN  THE  POPULATIONS  OF  SOUTH  CITY  NEIGHBORHOODS 


Age 

South 

Ros- 

Jamaica 

West 

Group 

Dorchester 

lindale 

Plain 

Roxbury 

Hyde  Park 

Under 

5  97. 

87. 

77. 

77. 

87. 

5-14 

18 

17 

16 

16 

19 

15-19 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

20-34 

20 

18 

20 

18 

19 

35-54 

20 

21 

20 

22 

23 

55-64 

11 

12 

12 

13 

11 

65  and 

over  14 

16 

17 

16 

11 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

(N-75,505)  (N-40,070) 

(N=33,060) 

(N=31,190) 

(N«38s264) 

less  than  -57. 
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TABLE  E-l 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  ROSLINDALE  POPULATION 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 

0  -8  Years 

1-3  Yrs.High  School 
High  School  Grad 
1-3  Yn.  College 
College  Grad  or  More 


Total 

Population 


White 
Population 


25% 

18 

41 

8 

8 


100% 
N=15,922 


Black 
Population 


Spanish* 
Population 


TABLE  E~2 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  SOUTH  DORCHESTER  POPULATION 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 

0-  8  Years 

1-  3  Yrs  High  School 
High  School  Grad 
1-3  Years  College 
College  Grad  or  More 


Total 

Population 

23% 

20 

42 

9 

6 


100% 
N242,343 


White 
Population 


Black 
Population 

22% 

27 

38 

9 

4 


100% 
■6,016 


Spanish 
Population 

39% 

20 

23 

9 

9 


100% 
N=517 


*  "Spanish"  refers  to  those  persons  for  whom  Spanish  is  the  mother  tongue. 
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TABLE  E-3 
NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COM PLETED 

in  jamaicaTpla iNlroraLAT ionT 


Number  of  School      Total  White  Black  Spanish 

Years  Completed        Population  Population  Population  Population 

0-  8  Years                      29%  28%  44%  51% 

1-  3  Yrs^High  School  20  20  18  13 
High  School  Grad,  30  32  18  15 
1-3  Yrs .College  9  9  8  10 
College  Grad. or  More    12  11  12  11 

100%  100%  100%  100% 

(N=19,998)  (N=199482)  (N=351)  (N=l,062) 


TABLE  E-4 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  HYDE  PARK  POPULATION. 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 


Total 

Population 


0-  8  Years 

1-  3  Yrs.High  School 
High  School  Grad, 
1-3  Yrs, College 
College  Grad. or  More 


20% 
20 
44 
9 

7 

100% 
(N=21,239) 


22% 


Spanish 
Population 
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TABLE  E-5 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  WEST  ROXBURY  POPULATION 


Number  of  School  Total 
Years  Completed  Population 

White 

Population 

Black 
Population 

Spanish 
Population 

0-8  Years 

167. 

157. 

837. 

* 

1-3  Yrs.High  School 

14 

14 

* 

* 

High  School  Grad. 

41 

43 

17 

* 

1-3  Yrs. College 

13 

13 

* 

* 

College  Grad. or  More 

16 

15 

* 

* 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

(N' 

=19,150) 

(N=18, 979) 

(N=35) 

TABLE  F°l 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  SOUTH  DORCHESTER 


Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Populati 

Professional, 

Technical 

127. 

137. 

97. 

137. 

Managers,  Ad- 

ministrators 

6 

6 

4 

7 

Sales 

7 

8 

5 

5 

Clerical 

30 

30 

21 

9 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

12 

12 

11 

7 

Operatives,  Except 

Transport 

11 

9 

20 

26 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

4 

4 

4 

3 

Laborers,  Except 

Farm 

4 

4 

6 

3 

Service,  Except 

Private  H'seHld. 

14 

14 

19 

27 

Private  H'seHld. 

Workers 

* 

* 

1 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

(N 

=28,807) 

(N=23,938) 

(N^4,657) 

(N=460) 

less  than  .57. 
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OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  ROSLINDALE 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Populat 

Professional,  Tech- 

nical 

15% 

15% 

14% 

34% 

Managers,  Admini- 

strators 

5 

5 

8 

* 

Sales 

6 

6 

4 

4 

Clerical 

28 

28 

9 

28 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

13 

13 

9 

5 

Operatives,  Except 

Transport 

9 

9 

11 

11 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

4 

4 

4 

Laborers,  Except  Farm 

4 

4 

10 

14 

Service,  Except  Private 

Household 

16 

16 

35 

Private  Household  Wkrs, 

* 

* 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

(N~16,205) 

(N  15,922) 

(N«*163) 

(N=145) 

TABLE  F-3 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN 


Total 

Occupation  -  Population 


Professional,  Tech- 

nical 

17% 

Managers,  Admini- 

strators 

6 

Sales 

5 

Clerical 

26 

Craftsmens  Foremen 

11 

Operatives,  Except 

Transport 

10 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

3 

Laborers,  Except  Farm 

4 

Service,  Except  Private 

Household 

18 

Private  Household  Wkrs. 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

100% 

(1*^13,238) 

*  less  than  ,5% 

White  Black  Spanish 

Population    Population  Population 


17% 

17% 

16% 

6 

6 

3 

5 

3 

1 

26 

18 

14 

11 

9 

11 

10 

12 

25 

3 

★ 

2 

4 

2 

5 

18 

33 

22 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

100% 

100% 

100% 

12,868) 

(N«235) 

(N;=800) 

i 
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TABLE  F-4 


OCCUPATION 

OF  POPULATION 

OF  HYDE  PARK 

local 

TJVi-{  Ira 
W  [Hie 

opanian 

Occupation 

Population 

population 

Population 

Popu 1 a t 

Professional^ 

Technical 

OR"/ 

Zo/o 

Managers, 

Aaniini.scia  cor  s 

1  A 
ID 

C 
D 

A 
«t 

Sales 

7 

7 

■k 

c 
0 

Clerical 

28 

1  Q 

iy 

1Q 
JO 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

13 

1 5 

c 

J 

4. 

<K 

Operatives j  Except 

Transport 

10 

10 

13 

7 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

4 

4 

19 

Laborers s  Except  Farm  4 

4 

* 

Service,  Except 

Private  Household 

14 

lb 

Private  Household 

Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

(N=15s565) 

(N~15,355) 

(N«110) 

(N"81) 

TABLE  F-5 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  WEST  ROXBURY 


Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Populat 

Professional , 

Technical 

21% 

21% 

* 

Managers, 

Administrators 

9 

9 

* 

Sales 

11 

11 

* 

Clerical 

27 

27 

46% 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

10 

10 

* 

Operatives,  Except 

Transport 

5 

5 

* 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

2 

2 

* 

Laborers,  Except 

Farm 

2 

2 

* 

Service,  Except 

Private  Household 

13 

13 

* 

Private  Household 

Workers 

* 

* 

54% 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

(N"*12,842) 

(N-12,739) 

(N-13) 

less  than  =5% 
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TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  SOUTH  DORCHESTER 


loia  i 

'  <j lotai 

1.1  li  i  1-0 

w  1 1  x  t  e 

DlaCK 

opanisn 

rami  i^__i.n!COuie 

L OpU lat IOU 

r opu ist ion 

ropuiation 

i opu ia ci on 

11  v.  A  s\  y     6  9  QQQ 

O/o 

7"/ 

iD/o 

$3,000-5,999 

16 

9/1 

97 

$6,000-8,999 

21 

1  Q 

9  A 

9  A 

$9,000  11,999 

21 

A  J 

$12,00014,999 

15 

16 

12 

7 

$15,000  24,999 

16 

19 

6 

11 

$25,000  and  over  3 

3 

1 

* 

Median  Family 

Income 

$9,658 

$10,210 

$7,574 

$7,142 

(N=I8,983) 

(N=15,274) 

(N~3,489) 

(N=300) 

TABLE  G-2 

TOTAL  FAMILY 

INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  ROSLINDALE 

Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2  999 

5% 

5% 

22% 

* 

$3,000-5  999 

12 

12 

21 

29% 

$6,000  8.999 

20 

20 

8 

17 

$9: 000  11,999 

23 

23 

30 

10 

$12,000  14,999 

16 

16 

7 

20 

$15,000-24.999 

20 

20 

12 

24 

$25,000  and  over  4 

4 

■k 

* 

Median  Family 

Income 

$10,654 

$10,696 

$8,833 

$9,375 

(N=9,9.94) 

(N=9,822) 

(N=107) 

(N=84) 

TABLE  G-3 

TOTAL  FAMILY 

INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  JAMAICA 

PLAIN 

Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

97o 

8% 

23% 

227o 

$3,000-5,999 

16 

16 

25 

25 

$6,000-8,999 

20 

21 

28 

25 

$9,000-11,999 

19 

19 

10 

10 

$12,000-14,999 

13 

13 

11 

12 

$15,000-24,999 

17 

17 

4 

$25,000  and  over  6 

6 

3 

2 

Median  Family 

Income 

$9,618 

$9,724 

$6,140 

$6,245 

(N=7,925) 

(N-7,639) 

(N=203) 

(N=538) 
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TABLE  G-4 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  WEST  ROXBURY 


Total 

Family  Income 

Under  $2,999 
$3*000-5,999 
$6,000-8,999 
$9,000-11,999 
$12,000-14,999 
$15,000-24,999 
$25,000  and  over 
Median  Family 
Income 


Total 

Population 

4% 

9 
15 
20 
19 
26 

7 

$12,306 
(N=8,025) 


White 
Population 

4% 

9 
15 
20 
19 
26 

7 

$12,303 
(N=7,971) 


Black 
Population 

50% 

* 

507o 


$2,000 
(N=12) 


Spanish 
Population 


* 

* 

* 
* 


TABLE  G-5 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  HYDE  PARK 


Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

5% 

57. 

157. 

* 

$3,000-5,999 

11 

11 

29 

127o 

$6,000-8,999 

20 

20 

11 

22 

$9,000-11,999 

24 

23 

18 

30 

$12,000-14,999 

17 

18 

5 

12 

$15,000-24,999 

20 

20 

22 

12 

$25,000  and  over 

3 

3 

* 

12 

Median  Family 

Income 

$10,670 

$10,696 

$8,142 

$11,142 

(N=9,653) 

(N*=9,492) 

(N=108) 

(N«48) 

less  than  .57. 
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One  of  the  prerequisites  of  good  social  planning  for  an  area  is  the 
availability  of  a  sound  data  base  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  and 
make  predictions.    Such  information  as  the  population  of  an  area,  the 
proportion  of  fatherless  families,  the  age  structure,  and  the 
educational  background  all  provide  indications  of  the  most  effective 
ways  in  which  community  resources  may  be  allocated  to  given  areas- 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  provide  such  a  data  base  for  the 
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West  City  area  of  Boston.      This  area  consists  of  the  following 
neighborhoods:    Back  Bay,  Brighton  and  the  West  End. 

The  information  presented  is  based  primarily  on  the  1970  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing  and  is  organised  into  two  categories : 
1)  population  and  family  composition,  and  2)  socioeconomic 
characteristics.    In  some  cases  trend  data  are  also  reported,  based  on 
comparisons  of  the  1970  data  with  those  for  1960. 


Reports  on  the  North  City,  South  City,  and  Center  City  are  also 
available  as  part  of  this  series e 


The  West  City  Neighborhoods 
West  City:    Brighton,  Back  Bay,  West  End 

The  neighborhoods  of  West  City  contain  the  Massachusetts  State  House,  the 
Government  Center  with  its  Federal  offices  and  Boston  City  Hall,  the  stately 
homes  of  Beacon  Street  and  Louisburg  Square,  two  major  Universities  and  a 
large  number  of  junior  colleges,  technical  Institutes  and  finishing  schools. 
Some  of  its  people  live  in  affluence  —  at  Charles  River  Park  vlth  its  own 
swimming  pool  —  others  in  dingy  rooming  houses  not  a  mile  away. 

Brighton  is  probably  the  most  difficult  of  the  three  neighborhoods  to 
characterize.    It  is  geographically  an  appendage  of  the  city  in  the 
northwest  corner,  bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  the  wealthy  suburbs  of 
Brookline  and  Newton,  and  on  the  north  by  Watertown  and  Cambridge  —  tied 
to  the  rest  of  the  city  by  a  small  strip  of  land  and  the  subway  system 
from  the  Back  Bay.    The  two  populations  one  thinks  of  when  one  says  Brighton 
are  "the  students"  and  "the  elderly"  —  living  side  by  side  in  some  of  the 
evident  congestion  and  vying  for  living  space. 

The  Back  Bay  also  has  a  large  supply  of  students  and  the  elderly,  but  also 
has  still  a  certain  grace  about  much  of  it  —  the  elegant  townhouses  with 
views  of  the  Charles  River  and  the  Hill,  with  its  brick  sidewalk  and  gas 
lamps.    The  early  Back  Bay  was  tide  land,  filled  in  with  gravel  from  Dedham 
and  Needham.     It  can  now  boast  of  the  two  tallest  buildings  in  Boston,  the 
Prudential  and  John  Hancock  Towers 0  which  pierce  the  sky  above  Boston  and 
which  can  be  seen  for  more  miles  than  seems  dignified  for  a  staid  old 
Yankee  City. 
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West  End,  the  third  of  the  West  City  neighborhoods,  makes  up  in  edifices 
what  it  lacks  in  grace.    The  conglomerations  of  Government  Center, 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  Charles  River  Park  are  now  the  foca^l 
points  in  what  was  once  a  family  neighborhood.    The  urban  renewal  effort 
in  the  West  End,  which  wiped  out  such  institutions  as  Scollay  Square,  is 
still  being  debated,  and  probably  will  be  for  years  to  come, 

Although  this  section  deals  with  historical  and  idiosyncratic  information 
about  the  neighborhoods,  the  remainder  of  this  report  deals  primarily  with 
statistical  information  abstracted  from  the  1960  and  1970  Censuses, 
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Population  And  Family  Composition 

Total  Population 

Since  1950,  the  city  of  Boston  has  experienced  a  rather  dramatic  decline  in 
total  population  (See  Table  A,  Appendix) .    In  1950,  the  population  of  Boston 
was  801,444  persons,    By  1960  this  figure  had  decreased  to  697,197.  According 
to  the  1970  Census,  the  total  population  of  Boston  was  641,071,  or  an  eight 
per  cent  decrease  from  the  1960  figure  * 

Of  the  three  West  City  neighborhood s3  two  supported  the  city  trend  only 
slightly,  and  the  other  showed  an  increase  in  population  (See  Table  1,  below). 
The  neighborhood  which  showed  an  increase  was  Back  Bay,  whose  population 
increased  by  9%  from  1960  to  1970,    Slight  decreases  in  population  were 
evident  in  Brighton  (17.  loss)  and  West  End  (0.8%  loss). 

TABLE  1 

CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  POPULATIONS  FROM  I960  TO  1970 
Neighborhood         1960  Population         1970  Population 


Back  Bay  47,587  51,912  49% 

Brighton  64,282  63,657  -1 

West  End  13,718  13,607  -0.8% 

Racial  Composition 

The  8%  decrease  in  total  population  from  1960  to  1970  for  the  city  of  Boston 

* 

is  surprising  when  the  population  trend  for  non-whites  is  considered, 


* 

For  the  I960  Census,  "non-white"  includes  Negroes^  American  Indians, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Asian  Indians,  and  Malayans      For  the 
1970  Census,  "non-white"  was  obtained  by  subtracting  "white"  from  "total 
population" . 


4, 


Between  1960  and  1970,  the  non  white  population  increased  from  68,493  to 
116,362  (a  707.  increase)  (See  Table  B,  Appendix)  *    This  trend  of  a  sizeable 
Increase  in  non-white  population  was  supported  in  all  of  the  West  City 
neighborhoods      These  increases  ranged  from  large  (Brighton,  3487,  increase) 
to  moderate  (West  End,  887.  increase)  to  slight  (Back  Bay,  237.  increases), 

Nativity 

According  to  the  Census  Bureau,  an  individual  is  considered  to  be  "Foreign 
Stock"  if  he  or  she  was  born  in  a  foreign  country,  or  if  one  or  both  of  his 
or  her  parents  were  born  in  a  foreign  country,    The  1970  Census  indicates 
that  fully  377.  of  Boston's  population  may  be  classified  as  "foreign  stock". 
The  origins  of  this  group  are  diverse,  with  the  most  sizeable  portions 
originating  in  Ireland  and  Italy  (See  Table  C,  Appendix) ,    Relatively  high 
percentages  of  foreign  stock  were  discovered  in  Brighton  (437.  foreign  stock) 
and  the  West  End  (347.  foreign  stock) ,    The  third  West  City  neighborhood, 
Back  Bay,  had  a  much  smaller  percentage  of  foreign  stock  (247.)  than  the  other 
neighborhoods  in  West  City  or  the  city  of  Boston  itself, 

In  Back  Bay  and  the  West  End,  the  most  frequently  reported  country  of  origin 
was  Canada.     In  Brighton,  however,  the  largest  percentage  of  foreign  stock 
was    of  Irish  descent, 

Age  Patterns 

An  important  type  of  demographic  data  concerns  the  age  patterns  within  a 
community.    Whether  to  focus  on  day  care  centers  or  rest  homes,  Scouting 
activities  or  mobile  meals,  should  depend,  in  part,  on  the  proportions  of 
young,  middle-aged,  and  elderly  persons  in  the  population* 
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In  1970,  the  following  age  structure  existed  in  the  City  of  Boston: 
under  5  years,  8%;  5-14  years,  16%;  15-19  years,  10%;  20-34  years,  23%; 
35-54  years,  20%;  55-64  years,  10%;  65  and  over,  13%. 

In  comparison,  the  age  patterns  for  the  three  West  City  neighborhoods 
were  very  similar  to  the  age  pattern  of  the  city  as  a  whole  (See  Table  D 
Appendix)      As  with  the  City  of  Boston,  the  largest  concentration  of  the 
population  was  in  the  20-34  year  old  category.    However,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  although  the  age  category  with  the  highest  percentage  was 
the  same  for  the  three  West  City  neighborhoods  and  the  city  as  a  whole, 
the  percentages  in  this  age  category  were  about  double  for  both  Back  Bay 
and  the  West  End  when  compared  to  the  City  of  Boston..    Brighton  also  had  a 
much  higher  percentage  in  this  age  category  (36%)  than  did  the  city. 

Family  Structure 

Some  indication  of  family  organization  may  be  gained  from  information 
concerning  the  types  of  family  structure  in  a  given  area.    For  example,  it 
has  been  traditionally  assumed  that  a  male -headed  household  will,  all  other 
things  being  equal,  have  different  problems  from  a  female-headed  household. 

The  1970  Census  indicates  that  there  were  165,056  families  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  Of  this  total,  74%  were  husband-wife  families,  5%  had  male  heads 
other  than  the  father,  and  21%  were  headed  by  females. 

The  only  neighborhood  of  the  West  City  that  had  approximately  the  same 
proportion  of  family  types  as  did  the  eity  as  a  whole  was  Back  Bay 
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There  were  747.  husband -wife  families,  67»  families  with  a  male  head 
other  than  the  father,  and  207o  families  with  female  heads. 

The  remaining  neighborhoods  tended  to  have  a  somewhat  higher  percentage 
of  husband -wife  families  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  percentage 
of  families  with  female  heads,  as  indicated  below. 

Family  Structure 

All            7o  Husband -Wife    %  Families  With    7.  Families  With 
Neighborhood      Families    Families   Other  Male  Head    Female  Head 

Brighton  13,219  777.  57,  187. 

West  End  1,986  80  4  16 

Socioeconomic  Characteristics 

Education 

An  important  indication  of  the  life  style  of  an  area  is  information 
concerning  the  educational  level  which  its  residents  have  attained. 
Such  information  is  available  in  the  Fourth  Count  Census  data.  This  data 
was  obtained  by  sampling  approximately  one  out  of  five  Boston  households 
and  obtaining  information  from  residents  who  were  25  years  of  age  or 
older.    This  procedure  yielded  the  following  percentages  for  the  City 
of  Boston. 


TABLE  2 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED  BY  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 


Total 
Population 


White 


Population 


Black 
Population 


Spanish 
Population 


0-  8  Years 

1-  3  Years  High 
School 

High  School  Grad 
1-3  Years  College 
College  Grad  or  More 


26% 


25% 


29% 


44% 


21 
34 
9 
10 
100% 


20 
35 
9 

n 

100% 


26 
33 

8 

4 

100% 


16 
20 
9 
11 

100% 


Table  2  shows  that  47%  of  the  total  responding  failed  to  complete  high 
school,  while  10%  completed  college.    More  specifically,  45%  of  the 
Whites,  55%  of  the  Blacks,  and  60%  of  the  Spanish-speaking  did  not 
complete  high  school. 

All  three  neighborhoods  in  the  West  City  produced  educational  data  that 
is  distinctively  different  from  the  city's  (See  Tables  E1-E3,  Appendix). 
For  example,  the  percentage  of  high  school  dropouts  was  much  lower  for 
these  neighborhoods.    Brighton,  Back  Bay  and  the  West  End  had  36%,  23% 
and  20%  non-high  school  graduates  respectively,  as  compared  to  4770  for 
the  city  as  a  whole. 

Other  differences  between  West  City  neighborhoods  and  the  city  as  a 
whole  become  evident  when  the  White,  Black  and  Spanish-speaking  data 
are  examined.    For  example,  although  the  percentages  for  Black  high 
school  dropouts  in  Back  Bay  and  West  End  are  similar  to  that  for  the 
city,  the  percentage  in  Brighton  (36%)  was  much  lower  than  that  for 
all  city  Blacks  (55%).    Moreover,  in  all  three  West  City  neighborhoods, 
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the  percentages  of  high  school  dropouts  among  the  Spanish- speaking  were 
lower  than  the  comparable  percentage  for  the  city's  total  Spanish-  , 
speaking.    These  figures  were  60%  for  the  city's  total  Spanish-speaking, 
31%  for  Brighton's  Spanish-speaking,  317.  for  Back  Bay's  Spanish- 
speaking  and  only  10%  for  West  End's  Spanish-speaking. 

Other  differences  between  the  city  and  the  three  West  City  neighborhoods 
concern  the  percentages  of  college  graduates  in  these  areas.    For  the 
Black  population  in  these  neighborhoods,  the  percentages  of  college 
graduates  are  higher  than  the  percentage  for  all  city  Blacks.  This 
trend  is  especially  strong  in  Brighton,  where  the  percentage  of  Blacks 
who  completed  college  was  23%,  as  opposed  to  4%  for  the  City, 

The  Spanish-speaking  populations  in  all  three  neighborhoods  had  much 
higher  percentages  of  college  graduates  than  the  total  Spanish- speaking 
population  in  the  City  of  Boston.    These  percentages  are  21%  for  Brighton 
22%  for  Back  Bay  and  44%  for  the  West  End  as  opposed  to  only  11%  for 
the  city. 

The  percentages  of  college  graduates  in  the  Spanish-speaking  populations 
in  Brighton  and  the  West  End  were  higher  than  the  percentages  for  the 
total  and  White  populations  in  these  neighborhoods*    In  Back  Bay,  however 
the  percentage  of  college  graduates  in  the  Spanish- speaking  population 
was  much  lower  (22%)  than  those  for  the  total  (31%)  and  White  (31%) 
populations. 


* 
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Occupation 

Another  important  type  of  socioeconomic  data  concerns  the  occupational 
status  of  an  area's  residents.    The  following  table  was  computed  on  the 
basis  of  information  from  the  Fourth  Count  of  the  1970  Census  and  shows 
the  occupational  breakdown  for  all  of  Boston  in  1970. 

TABLE  3 


OCCUPATION  OF  BOSTON  WORKERS 

Occupation  Percentage  of  Sample 

Professional /Technical  17% 
Managers/Administrators  6% 
Sales  6% 

Clerical  287, 

Craftsmen /Foremen  107« 

Operatives  (except  transport)  10% 
Transport  Equipment  Operatives  37. 
Laborers  (except  farm)  47» 

Service  (except  private  household)  157» 
Private  Household  Workers  17» 
Farm  Workers  * 

1007o 

M=246,739 

Table  3  shows  that  the  largest  group  of  Boston  workers  was  to  be  found 
in  the  Clerical  categoryc    When  the  Professional/Technical,  Managers/ 
Administrators,  Sales  and  Clerical  categories  are  aggregated,  it  can  be 
seen  that  577o  of  workers  were  in  "white -collar11  occupations. 

Occupational  data  for  the  West  City  Neighborhoods  show  both  similarities 
and  differences  when  compared  to  the  data  for  the  city  as  a  whole '((See 


* 

Asterisk  represents  less  than  ,57e 
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Tables  F-l  to  F-3,  Appendix).    Like  the  total  city,  in  Brighton  and 
Back  Bay  the  occupational  category  with  the  greatest  percentage  of 
respondents  is  Clerical*    However,  in  the  West  End,  Professional/ 
Technical  is  the  category  with  the  greatest  percentage  of  respondents. 
Moreover,  the  percentage  of  workers  in  white  collar  occupations  is 
greater  in  every  West  End  neighborhood  than  in  the  city  (57%)*  Brighton 
had  69%  in  white  collar  occupations  and  Back  Bay  and  West  End  had  77% 
and  81%  respectively, 

Further  differences  between  the  West  City  neighborhoods  and  the  city 
as  a  whole  become  evident  when  data  for  the  Black  and  Spanish- speaking 
populations  are  examined.    Of  the  three  neighborhoods,  only  Brighton 
had  the  greatest  percentage  of  Black  respondents  in  the  Clerical  category. 
In  Back  Bay,  the  greatest  percentage  of  Black  respondents  was  in  the 
Service  category,  while  in  the  West  End,  the  greatest  percentage  was  in 
the  Professional/Technical  category.    For  the  Spanish-speaking 
population,  however,  Clerical  was  the  category  with  the  greatest  number 
of  respondents  in  Brighton  and  Back  Bay,  while  the  Professional/ 
Technical  category  was  the  largest  in  the  West  End. 

In  terms  of  white  collar  occupations,  Brighton  with  62%  and  the  West 
End  with  58%  had  more  Blacks  in  such  occupations  than  did  the  city  as 
a  whole,    Finally,  all  three  West  City  neighborhoods  had  higher 
percentages  of  Spanish- speaking  in  the  white-collar  occupations  than  did 
the  City:    Brighton,  58%;  Back  Bay,  59%;  West  End,  81%. 
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Total  Family  Income 

A  variable  that  traditionally  correlates  with  both  education  and 
professional  status  is  total  family  income*    According  to  the  Census, 
the  median  family  income  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  1960  was  $5,747. 
By  the  time  of  the  1970  Census,  this  figure  had  increased  by  59%  to 
$9,133 ,    This  increase,  however,  must  be  compared  to  the  rise  in  the 
consumer  price  index,  which  increased  34.97.  between  1960  and  197b. 

The  following  table  specifies  the  income  category  of  Boston  families 
according  to  the  1970  Census. 

TABLE  4 


INCOME  CATEGORY  OF  BOSTON  FAMILIES 

Income  Category  Percentage  of  Families 

Under  $2,999  107. 

$3,000  -  5,999  177. 

$6,000  -  8,999  22% 

$9,000  -  11,999  20% 

$12,000  -  14,999  13% 

$15,000  -  24,999  15% 

$25,000  and  over  3% 

100% 

Of  the  three  West  City  neighborhoods,  two  had  median  incomes  greater 
than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole  (See  Tables  Gl  -  G3,  Appendix).  These 
neighborhoods  were  Brighton,  with  a  median  family  income  of  $9,626  and  the 
West  End,  with  $15,840,    Back  Bay  had  a  median  family  income  of  $8,809, 
which  was  lower  than  the  city's.  * 
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The  highest  percentage  of  West  End  families  fell  into  the  $25,000  and 
over  category.    This  fact  seems  consistent  vith  the  occupational  data, 
which  indicated  that  the  Professional /Technical  category  had  the 
highest  percentage  of  West  End  respondents.    In  Brighton,  the  highest 
percentage  of  families  fell  almost  equally  into  either  the  $6,000-$8,999 
category  or  the  $9, 000-$ll,999  category.    Finally,  in  Back  Bay,  the 
category  vith  the  highest  percentage  of  respondents  was  the  $3,000-$5,999 
category, 

A  look  at  the  Black  and  Spanish-speaking  subpopulatlons  in  each 
neighborhood  shows  them  to  have  different  income  patterns  than  the  White 
population.    For  example,  the  median  family  income  for  Blacks  is  lower 
than  that    for  the  White  subpopulation  in  every  West  City  neighborhood. 
The  median  family  income  for  Blacks  ranged  from  $5,170  to  $9,928  as 
compared  to  a  range  of  $9,685  to  $16,350  for  Whites. 

Differences  between  the  Spanish- speaking  and  the  neighborhood  as  a  whole 
existed  in  all  three  neighborhoods.     In  Brighton  and  the  West  End,  median 
family  income  for  the  Spanish- speaking  was  higher  than  that  for  the 
neighborhood  as  a  whole.    However,  in  the  Back  Bay,  for  the  Spanish- 
speaking,  median  family  income  was  lower  than  the  median  for  the 
neighborhood  as  a  whole. 
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SUMMARY 

Brighton 

Although  Brighton  lost  one  percent  of  its  total  population  between  1960 
and  1970,  it  experienced  a  348%  increase  in  its  non-white  population 
during  the  same  period. 

There  was  a  relatively  large  group  of  persons  of  foreign  stock  in  this 
area  (43%  of  the  population).    Of  this  group,  the  highest  percentage 
had  an  Irish  background  and  the  next  almost  equally  high  percentage  had  a 
Canadian  background* 

As  with  the  City  of  Boston,  the  largest  concentration  of  the  population 
was  in  the  20-34  year  old  age  category. 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  Brighton  had  a  somewhat  higher  percentage 
of  husband -wife  families  (77%)  and  a  corresponding  smaller  percentage  of 
female-headed  families  (5%)  than  the  City  of  Boston. 

Thirty-six  percent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school, 
but  23%  of  the  Blacks,  21%  of  the  Spanish-speaking,  and  17%  of  the  Whites 
completed  college. 

The  largest  employment  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  clerical,  and  69% 
of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Median  family  income  for  Brighton  was  $9,626,  which  is  higher  than  that  for 

the  city  as  a  whole.  In  addition,  the  largest  percentage  of  families  were 
in  the  $6,000-$8,999  income  bracket  with  an  almost  equally  high  percentage 
being  in  the  $9,000-$ll,999  income  bracket. 
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Back  Bay 

Between  1960  and  1970,  Back  Bay  had  a  9%  gain  in  its  total  population. 
Its  non-white  population  increased  from  4,019  to  4,952,  for  an  increase 
of  237.. 

This  area  had  a  relatively  low  percentage  of  foreign  stock,  and  the 
largest  ethnic  group  was  Canadian. 

The  age  pattern  in  this  neighborhood  was  very  similar  to  the  age 
pattern  of  the  city  as  a  whole.    Although  the  age  category  20-34  had 
the  highest  percentage  in  this  neighborhood  as  well  as  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  percentage  in  this  age  category  was  about  double  in 
Back  Bay  as  compared  to  the  city. 

In  terms  of  family  structure,  Back  Bay  had  approximately  the  same 
proportion  of  family  types  as  did  the  city  as  a  whole.    There  were  747. 
husband -wife  families,  67.  families  with  a  male  head  other  than  the 
father,  and  207.  families  with  female  heads. 

Only  237.  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school,  while 
317.  completed  college. 

The  greatest  percentage  of  workers  in  this  area  were  in  clerical  positions 
and  777.  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations.    Back  Bay's  median 
family  income  was  $8,809  which  is  slightly  lower  th&a  that  for  the  city  as 
a  whole.    The  most  frequently  reported  income  bracket  was  $3,000-$5,999. 
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West  End 

Although  West  End  lost  only  0.8%  of  its  total  population  between  1960 
and  1970,  it  experienced  an  88%  increase  in  its  non-white  population 
during  the  same  period. 

Thirty-four  percent  of  this  area's  residents  were  classified  as  foreign 
stock,  with  Canada  being  the  most  frequently  reported  country  of  origin. 

The  age  pattern  was  very  similar  to  the  city  as  a  whole.    Although  the 
age  category  with  the  highest  percentage  was  the  same  (20-34)  for 
West  End  and  the  city,  the  percentage  in  this  age  category  was  about 
double  in  this  neighborhood  when  compared  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

A  somewhat  higher  percentage  of  this  area's  families  were  husband-wife 
families  (807o),  while  a  relatively  small  amount  were  headed  by  females 
(16%). 

The  educational  level  in  West  End  was  somewhat  different  than  that  for 
the  city  as  a  whole.  Only  20%  of  the  population  did  not  complete  high 
school,  while  42%  completed  college. 

Eighty-one  percent  of  this  area's  workers  were  in  white-collar 
occupations,  and  the  most  frequently  reported  job  category  was 
Professional /Technical. 

West  End's  median  family  income  at  $15,840  was  much  higher  than  the  city 
and  the  highest  percentage  of  families  was  in  the  $25,000  and  over  bracket. 
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TABLE  A 


POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 
Year  Total  Population  Change /10  Years         7.  Change 


1970 

641,071 

-  56,126 

-  8% 

1960 

697,197 

-104,247 

-137, 

1950 

801,444 

+  30,628 

+  4% 

1940 

770,816 

-  10,372 

-  17. 

1930 

781,188 

+  33,128 

+  47. 

1920 

748,060 

+  77,475 

+127. 

1910 

670,585 

+109,693 

+207. 

1900 

560,892 

TABLE  B 


CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  HON -WHITE  POPULATIONS 


4m 


FROM  1960  TO  1970 

Non-White  Non-White  7.  Change/ 

Population.  1960  Population.  1970         10  Years 


Boston 
Back  Bay 
Brighton 
West  End 


68,493 
4,019 
592 
261 


116,362 
4,952 
2,650 
490 


+70% 
+237. 
+3487. 
+887. 
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TABLE  C 

coram  op -  prig  as  of  foreigm  stock 


Country  of  Origin  Boston       Brighton       Back  Bay        West  End 


United  Kingdom 

C0"/ 

Ireland 

15 

1U 

Scandinavia 

2 

■j 
I 

/ ,< 

Greece 

3 

2 

2 

Italy 

19 

12 

6' 

11 

France 

* 

* 

2  „ 

3 

Germany 

2 

3' 

6r; 

6 

Eastern  European 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Other  European 

3 

3 

4 

4 

USSR 

1%  , 

13 

7 

10 

China 

2 

3 

3 

5 

Other  Asian 

3, 

3' 

7 

5 

Canada 

15 

18' 

18 

15 

All  Others 

13 

6 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N«237089  N~ 

•27239 

12647 

Na4642 

TABLE  D 

AGE  GROUP 

BY  AREA 

Age  Group 

Brighton 

Back  B 

ay 

West  End 

under  _> 

5% 

2% 

A  Of 

3% 

5-14  yrso 

10" 

2  V 

3, 

15  -  19  yrs. 

8 ; 

23 

5 

20  -  34  yrs. 

36 

45 

46 

35  -  54  yrs. 

16. 

11 

19 

55  -  64  yrs. 

10 

7 

11 

65  and  over 

15  , 

JO', 

13 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=63657 

Ns=51912 

N=13607 

TABLE  E-l 


number:  Of  school  .years  completed  in  Brighton  population 


Number  of  School  Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years    Completed  Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

0-8  Years  20% 

20% 

19% 

r\  Iff 

25% 

1  -  3  Yrs.  High  School  16 

16 

17 

6 

High  School  Grad  35 

35 

35 

31 

1  -  3  Yrs,  College  12 

12 

6 

17 

College  Grad  or  More  17 

17 

23. 

21 

1007. 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=35387 

N-34297 

Ns392 

N.  961 

TABLE  E-2 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED  IN  BACK  BAY  POPULATION 


Number  of  School 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years  Completed 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Popula  tlon 

0-8  Years 

12% 

11% 

2  X% 

14% 

1  -  3  Yrs.  High  School  11 

11 

25 

17 

High  School  Grad 

28 

28 

29 

29 

1-3  Yrs*  College 

18 

19 

15 

18 

College  Grad  or  More 

31 

31 

10 

22 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N»20811 

N-18686 

\t  3578 

M;,-585 

19. 


TABLE  E-3 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED  IN 


WEST  END  POPULATION 


Number  of  School              Total  White  Black  Spanish 

Years  Completed           Population  Population      Population  Population 

0-  8  Years                         11%  10%  30%  10% 

1-  3  Year  High  School         9  9  25  * 

High  School  Grad              22  22  22  17 

1-3  Years  College            16  16  14  29 

College  Grad  or  More       42  43  9  44 

100%  100%  100%  100% 

N»9154  N  8771  N"183  N-96 
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TABLE  F-l 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  BRIGHTON 


Occupation 

Professional, 
Technical 

Managers, 
Adminis  tra  tors 

Sales 

Clerical 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

Private  Household 
Workers 

Farm  Workers 


Total 

Population 

26% 

6 
7 
30 
7 

6 


12 
1 

100% 
N^OSl 


White 
Population 

277, 

6 
7 
31 
8 

6 

2 

2 

11 


Black 
Population 

257o 

6 

4 
27 
12 


* 

1007o 
N«28115 


17 

4 

* 

1007c 
N.345 


Spanish 
Population 


15% 

7 

3 
33 
12 

20 


100% 
N..794 


21. 


TABLE  F-2 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  BACK  BAY 


Occupation 

Professional, 
Technical 

Managers, 
Administrators 

Sales 

Clerical 

C  ra  f  t  smen ,  Foremen 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

Private  Household 
Workers 

Farm  Workers 


Total 
Population 

30% 

8 
6 
33 
3 


14 

1 

* 

100% 
N.23853 


White 
Population 

31% 

8 
6 
34 
3 

3 

1 


13 


•k 

100% 
Na22240 


Black 
Population 

15% 

6 
* 

22 
10 

8 


27 

3 
* 

100% 
N.1151 


Spanish 
Population 


22% 

'5 
5 
27 
9 


22 


100% 
Me  526 


22. 


TABLE  F-3 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  WEST  END 


Occupation 

Professional, 
Technical 

Managers, 
Administrators 

Sales 

Clerical 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

Private  Household 
Workers 

Farm  Workers 


Total 
Population 


40% 

11 

6 
24 

2 


11 


100% 
Na8437 


White 
Population 

42% 

11 

6 
25 
2 


11 


100% 
Na8124 


Black 
Population 


35% 

23 
7 


10 


18 


100% 
Noll  2 


Spanish 
Population 


55% 

* 
8 
18 

* 


11 

* 

100% 
Ns88 


23. 


TABLE  G-l 


TOTAL 

FAMILY  INCOME 

FOR  FAMILIES 

IN  BRIGHTON 

Total 
Family  Income 

Total 
Population 

White 
Population 

Black 
Population 

Spanish 
Population 

Under  $2,999 

87. 

87, 

107. 

117, 

$3,000-$5,999 

15 

15 

20 

9 

$6,000-$8,999 

22 

21 

30 

11 

$9,000-$ll,999 

21 

21 

17 

31 

$12,000-$14,999 

14 

14 

15 

17 

$15,000-$24,999 

17 

18 

6 

18 

$25,000  and  over 

3 

1007o 

3 

1007, 

2 

1007. 

3 

1007. 

Ns13389 

Ns=12899 

N=204 

N  391 

Median  Family  Income  $9,626 

$9,685 

$8,166 

$9,879 

24. 


TABLE  G-2 


TOTAL 

FAMILY  INCOME 

FOR  FAMILIES 

IN  BACK  BAY 

Total 
Family  Income 

Total 
Population 

White 
Population 

Black 
Population 

Spanish 
Population 

Under  $2,999 

10% 

8% 

25% 

7% 

9 .5, UUU~9 J | 7  77 

Zl 

zu 

3o 

MO 

$6  onn-^ft  qqq 

y  O  >  WU    yOj  777 

1  Q 
X7 

Z  j 

OA 
Z4* 

$9,000-$ll,999 

15 

15 

10 

6 

$12,000-$143999 

10 

10 

3 

4 

$15,000-$24,999 

14 

16 

3 

7 

$25,000  and  over 

11 

100% 

13 
100% 

* 

100% 

9 

100% 

Na4938 

Nr=4130 

N«631 

N,=223 

Median  Family  Income  $8,809 

$9,791 

$5,170 

$59900 

It 
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TABLE  G-3 


TAT  A  T 

1U1AL 

FAMILY  1NCUME 

FUR  FAMILIES 

IN  WESI  END 

Total 
Family  Income 

Total 
Papula  t ion 

White 
ropuia tion 

Black 
Population 

Spanish 
Population 

Under  $2,yyy 

5/o 

5/0 

$3,000-$5,999 

9 

8 

- 

- 

$6,000-$8,999 

12 

11 

24% 

33% 

$9,000-$ll,999 

11 

11 

28 

- 

$12,000-$14,999 

11 

10 

36 

$15,000-$24,999 

24 

25 

67 

$25,000  and  over 

28 
100% 

30 
100% 

12 
100% 

100% 

N=2082 

N=2004 

N*25 

N=27 

Median  Family  Income  $15,840 

$16,350 

$9,928 

$17,500 

DCS 
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INTRODUCTION 


One  of  the  prerequisites  of  good  social  planning  for  an  area  is  the 
availability  of  a  sound  data  base  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  and 
make  predictions.     Such  information  as  the  population  of  an  area,  the 
proportion  of  fatherless  families,  the  age  structure,  and  the 
educational  background  all  provide  indications  of  the  most  effective 
ways  in  which  community  resources  may  be  allocated  to  given  areas. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  provide  such  a  data  base  for  the 
North  City  area  of  Boston.* 

The  information  presented  is  based  primarily  on  the  1970  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing  and  is  organised  into  two  categories, 
1)  population  and  family  composition,  and  2)  socioeconomic 
characteristics.    In  some  cases  trend  data  are  also  reported,  based 
on  comparisons    of  the  1970  data  with  those  for  1960. 


Reports  on  the  West  City,  South  City,  and  Center  City  are  also 
available  as  part  of  this  series. 
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THE  NORTH  CITY  NEIGHBORHOODS 


North  City :      East  Boston,  South  Boston,  North  End,  Charlestown 
One  of  the  distingui»hhg  features  of  Boston  is  that  it  is  a  coastal 
city,  with  a  history  rich  in  tales  of  sailing  and  the  sea.    The  four 
neighborhoods  we  have  grouped  together  as  "North  City"  cluster  around 
Boston's  famous  harbor. 

East  Boston,  formerly  known  as  Noddle's  Island,  was  once  a  shipbuilding 
community,  but  now  lies  in  the  path  of  an  expanding  Logan  Airport. 
The  neighborhood  is  about  85%  Italian,  a  slightly  larger  percentage 
than  in  the  North  End  which  lies  just  across  the  Harbor. 

The  North  End  was  formerly  at  the  center  of  the  city  and  is  still  home 
to  some  of  Boston's  most  famous  historic  sites,  including  the  Old 
North  Church  where  the  lanterns  were  hung  for  Paul  Revere. 

Charlestown  also  has  its  share  of  history.    Towering  over  the  row 
houses  is  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  and  tied  up  at  its  piers  is  the 
U.S.S.  Constitution.    Charlestown  seems  to  be  a  neighborhood  on  the 
verge  of  a  rebirth  -  soon  the  elevated  train  tracks  which  run  through 
the  heart  of  the  area  will  be  taken  down,  and  even  now  rehabilitation 
has  started. 

South  Boston,  called  Southie  by  those  who  live  there,  is,  like 
Charlestown,  known  as  an  Irish  community.     It  is  surrounded  by  water  on 
three  sides  and  boasts  the  oldest  public  bath  house  in  the  country. 
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For  all  of  the  neighborhoods  in  North  City,  the  distinguishing 
characteristic  seems  to  be  that  they  are  family  neighborhoods  -  vith 
no  large  groups  of  students  -  and  with  more  history  than  in  any  other 
area  in  Boston. 

Although  this  section  deals  with  the  descriptive  and  idiosyncratic 
features  of  the  neighborhoods,  the  remainder  of  this  paper  focuses  on 
factual,  statistical  aspects. 
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POPULATION  AND  FAMILY  COMPOSITION 

Total  Population 

During  the  period  between  1950  and  1970  the  City  of  Boston  experienced  a 
substantial  decline  in  total  population.    Between  1950  and  1960  the 
population  decreased  by  104,247  persons  (See  Table  A,  Appendix).  An 
additional  net  decrease  of  56,126  persons  occurred  between  1960  and 
1970,  to  bring  Boston's  1970  total  population  to  641,071. 

Like  the  city,  all  four  North  City  neighborhoods  experienced  a  net 
decrease  in  total  population.  Between  1960  and  1970  these  losses 
ranged  from  11%  to  247.  and  are  presented  in  Table  1,  below. 

TABLE  1 


CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  POPULATIONS 


FROM  1960  TO  1970 


1960  1970 

Neighborhood  Population  Population  %  Change 

East  Boston  433809  38,900  -117. 

South  Boston  45,766  38,488  -16 

North  End  13,374  11,077  -17 

Charlestown  20,147  15,353  -24 


Racial  Composition 

Not  only  has  the  total  population  of  the  city  changed  substantially  in 
the  1960-70  period,  but  the  racial  composition  has  also  altered 
significantly.    From  1960  to  1970  the  non-white*  population  of  Boston 
showed  an  increase  of  seventy  percent  to  a  total  of  116,362  persons. 
Increases  in  non -white  population  occurred  in  all  four  North  City 
neighborhoods,  between  1960  and  1970,  but  the  magnitude  of  these 
increases  varied  from  neighborhood  to  neighborhood  (See  Table  B, 
Appendix).    The  smallest  increase  was  in  the  North  End,  where  the  non- 
white  population  changed  from  49  to  52  persons.    Moderate  changes  in 
non-white  population  occurred  in  Charlestown  and  South  Boston  which 
showed  increases  of  106  and  373  non-whites  respectively.    East  Boston 
had  the  greatest  increase,  changing  from  71  non-whites  in  1960  to  448 
non-whites  in  1970,  for  an  increase,  of  53170. 

Nativity 

According  to  the  1970  Census,  only  637o  of  Boston's  residents  were 
native-bom  of  native  parents.    The  other  377.  were  either  foreign-born 
or  had  at  least  one  foreign-born  parent.    The  census  refers  to  this  377. 
as  "foreign  stock."    Of  those  persons  of  foreign  stock  in  Boston,  the 
most  sizeable  groups  originated  in  Ireland  and  Italy. 

* 

For  the  1960  Census,  "non -white"  includes  Negroes,  American  Indians, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Asian  Indians,  and  Malayans. 
For  the  1970  Census,  "non-white"  was  obtained  by  subtracting  "white" 
from  "total  population." 
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Only  one  North  City  neighborhood  had  a  lower  percentage  of  foreign 
stock  than  the  city  (See  Table  C,  Appendix).    This  neighborhood  was 
Charlestown,  whose  32%  foreign  stock  consisted  primarily  of  persons  of 
Irish  background.    South  Boston  had  exactly  the  same  percentage  of 
foreign  stock  as  the  city  (37%)  and  of  this  group,  the  largest  number 
also  claimed  Ireland  as  their  country  of  origin. 

The  remaining  North  City  neighborhoods  had  a  substantially  higher 
percentage  of  foreign  stock  than  the  city.  These  were  East  Boston, 
with  49%  foreign  stock-  and  the  North  End,  with  66%  foreign  stock.  In 
both  of  these  neighborhoods,  the  most  sizeable  groups  of  foreign  stock 
were  of  Italian  background.    This  trend  was  especially  strong  in  the 
North  End  where  fully  89%  of  all  foreign  stock  claimed  Italy  as  their 
country  of  origin. 

Age  Patterns 

An  important  key  to  understanding  the  makeup  of  an  area  is  information 
concerning  the  age  patterns  in  that  area.     In  1970,  the  City  of  Boston 
had  the  following  age  structure*,    under  5  years,  8%;  5-14  years,  16%; 
15-19  years,  10%;  20-34  years,  23%;  35-54  years,  20%;  55-64  years,  10%; 
65  and  over,  13%. 

The  age  patterns  for  the  four  North  City  neighborhoods  were  similar  to 
the  age  pattern  of  the  city  as  a  whole  (See  Table  D,  Appendix).  The 
primary  difference  is  that  the  largest  age  category  for  Boston  City  was 
the  20-34  years  old  category,  whereas  the  largest  category  for  all 
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North  City  neighborhoods  was  the  35-54  years  old  category.    Thus,  the 
population  in  the  North  City  was,  on  the  whole,  slightly  older  than  the 
total  Boston  City  population. 

Family  Structure 

For  a  general  variety  of  social  planning  purposes,  it  is  important  to 
have  information  concerning  the  types  of  family  structure  in  an  area. 
According  to  the  Census  Users'  Guide!"  a  "family"  is  defined  as  "two  or 
more  persons  living  in  same  household  who  are  related  by  blood,  marriage, 
or    adoption."    In  1970  in  the  City  of  Boston  there  were  165,056 
families  reported.    Of  this  total,  747.  were  husband-wife  families,  57. 
had  male  heads  other  than  the  father,  and  217o  were  headed  by  females. 

Of  the  four  North  City  neighborhoods,  two  had  a  greater  percentage  of 
female-headed  families  than  did  the  city  as  a  whole.    These  are 
South  Boston  (267.)  and  Charlestown  (257.) .    The  other  two  neighborhoods 
had  a  smaller  percentage  of  female-headed  families  —  East  Boston,  187., 
and  North  End,  167.. 


U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  1970  Census  Users'  Guide.  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  October,  1970. 
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SOCIOECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 


Education 

One  Important  socioeconomic  characteristic  of  a  group  is  the  amount  of 
education  which  persons  in  that  group  have  attained •    This  information 
is,  in  many  cases,  related  to  the  type  of  occupation  that  one  may 
pursue,  which  is  in  turn  related  to  income . 

Data  concerning  educational  levels  is  available  in  the  Fourth  Count  of 
the  1970  census.    This  information  was  collected  by  a  procedure  which 
involved  sampling  approximately  one  out  of  five  Boston  households  and 
securing  information  on  the  educational  background  of  persons  25  years 
of  age  and  older ,    Table  23  below,  shows  the  percentage  of  Boston 
residents  in  each  educational  category* 


TABLE  2 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


BY  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 


Total  White 
Population  Population 


Black  Spanish 
Population  Population 


0-8  Years 


26% 
21 
34 
9 
10 
100% 


25% 
20 
35 
9 
11 


29% 

26 

33 

8 

4 

100% 


44% 
16 
20 
9 
11 
100% 


1-3  Years  High  School 
High  School  Graduate 
1-3  Years  College 


College  Grad  or  More 


100% 
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From  this  table  it  can  be  seen  that  47%  of  all  respondents  did  not 
complete  high  school.    More  specifically,  the  White  group  had  the 
lowest  percentage  of  persons  with  no  high-school  diploma  with  457», 
while  the  Black  group  had  55%  and  the  Spanish-speaking  group  had  60%. 

In  all  four  neighborhoods  of  the  North  City,  the  percentage  of  those 
who  did  not  graduate  from  high  school  was  higher  than  that  for  the 
city  —  Charles town,  55%;  East  Boston,  64%;  South  Boston,  57%; 
North  End,  70%  (See  Tables  E1-E4,  Appendix).    Moreover,  in  all  four 
neighborhoods  the  percentage  of  college  graduates  was  lower  than  that 
for  the  city  as  a  whole.    However,  these  percentages  are  for  the  total 
populations  of  the  neighborhoods  and  do  not  hold  up  when  the  total 
population  is  broken  down  into  racial  or  ethnic  components.  For 
example,  whereas  the  percentage  of  non-high  school  graduates  in 
East  Boston  was  64%  for  both  the  total  population  and  the  White 
population,  this  figure  was  59%  for  the  Black  population  and  71%  for 
the  Spanish-speaking  population.    On  the  other  hand,  the  percentage  of 
college  graduates  in  the  total  population  and  White  population  of 
East  Boston  was  only  3%,  while  the  percentage  for  the  Spanish-speaking 
population  was  7%  and  the  figure  for  the  Black  population  was  less  than 

a  J  /a  a 

Such  racial  and  ethnic  differences  occur  in  other  neighborhoods.  In 
South  Boston,  the  group  having  the  lowest  percentage  of  non-high  school 
graduates  was  the  Black  population  in  which  47%  of  those  sampled  did 
not  complete  high  school.     In  the  White  population  57%  had  no  high  school 
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diploma  and  the  figure  for  the  Spanish-speaking  population  was  100%. 
(It  should  be  noted  that  figures  for  the  Spanish-speaking  population 
in  this  neighborhoods  were  based  on  a  relatively  small  sample  of 
77  persons*) 

In  the  North  End  a  relatively  high  percentage  of  the  total  population 
did  not  complete  high  school  (70%) .  This  percentage  also  occurred  in 
both  the  White  and  Spanish-speaking  populations.  (No  educational  data 
for  Blacks  were  reported  in  this  neighborhood.) 

In  Charlestown  55%  of  the  total  and  White  population,  100%  of  the 
Black  population,  and  47%  of  the  Spanish- speaking  population  did  not 
complete  high  school.    (Again,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  for 
the  Spanish-speaking  and  Black  populations  are  based  on  very  small 
samples.) 

Occupation 

Another  important  socioeconomic  characteristic  is  the  type  of 
occupation  in  which  a  person  is  engaged.    Not  only  does  this  information 
allow  the  reader  to  have  some  picture  of  the  way  in  which  the  worker 
spends  most  of  his  waking  hours,  it  also  provides  a  basis  upon  which  to 
make  predictions  concerning  income. 

The  following  table  shows  the  occupational  breakdown  for  all  of 
Boston  in  1970. 
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TABLE  3 


OCCUPATION  OF  BOSTON  WORKERS  ' 


Percentage 

Occupation  of  Sample 

Professional,  Technical  17% 

Managers,  Administrators  6 

Sales  6 

Clerical  28 

Craftsmen,  Foremen  10 

Operatives  (Except  Transport)  10 

Transport  Equipment  Operatives  3 

Laborers  (Except  Farm)  4 

Service  (Except  Private  Household)  15 

Private  Household  Workers  1 

Farm  Workers  * 

1007. 


(N-246,739) 

Table  3  shows  that  the  largest  single  occupational  category  is  the 
Clerical  one. 

In  addition  it  can  be  seen  that  57%  of  Boston's  workers  were  in  white- 
collar  occupations  (i.e.,  Professional /Technical,  Managers/Administrators, 
Sales,  and  Clerical.) 


Asterisk  represents  less  than  .57.. 
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In  terms  of  occupational  categories,  East  Boston,  South  Boston,  and  Charlestown 
share  one  factor  with  each  other  and  with  the  city  as  a  whole.    That  is,  in  all 
of  these  neighborhoods,  the  occupational  category  with  the  largest  percentage 
of  workers  is  the  Clerical  category  (See  Tables  Fl  -  F4) , 

The  North  Ind  is  different  from  these  neighborhoods  in  that  Its  most  frequently 
reported  occupational  category  is  Operatives. 

In  all  four  North  City  neighborhoods,  the  percentage  of  workers  in  white - 
eollar  occupations  is  somewhat  lower  than  that  for  the  city  -  Bast  Boston,  42%; 
South  Boston,  477.;  Charlestown,  46X;  Worth  End,  43%. 

Although  the  figures  for  the  White  population  are  identical  with,  or  extremely 
close  to,  the  figures  for  the  total  population  in  each  neighborhood,  there  are 
some  differences  with  the  Black  and  Spanish-speaking  population*      For  example, 
in  East  Boston,  the  occupational  category  with  the  highest  number  of  respondents 
was  Clerical  in  the  total,  White,  and  Black  populations.*    However,  in  the 
Spanish -speaking  population,  the  most  frequently  reported  category  was  Operatives. 
Despite  this,  40X  of  Bast  Boston's  Spanish  speaking  population  were  in  white- 
collar  jobs,  as  compared  to  421  of  the  White  population  and  SOX  of  the  Black 
population .    In  the  North  Eod0  the  largest  occupational  category  was  Operatives 

for  both  the  White  and  tatal  populations,  but  for  the  Spanish -speaking  population, 
the  largest  category  was  Clerical.  In  Sowth  Boston,  although  the  Clerical  category  is 

"Note  that  in  this  neighborhood  the  figures  for  Blacks  are  based  upon  a  sample 
of  35  persons 
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the  largest  for  the  total,  White,  Black.,  and  Spanish-speaking 
populations,  the  following  differences  exist  in  terms  of  the  percentage 
of  each  population  in  white-collar  jobs:    total  population,  47%; 
White  population;  477.;  Black  population,  297.;  Spanish-speaking 
population,  437.. 

Total  Family  Income 

Possibly  the  single  most  frequently  used  indicator  of  the  life  style 
of  a  group  of  persons  is  information  concerning  income  *  In  1960,  the 
census  reported  that  the  median  family  income  for  Boston  residents  was 
$5,747.    By  1970,  this  figure  had  risen  to  $9,133,  for  an  increase  of 
597..     (This  increase  must  be  compared  to  the  34.97.  increase  in  the 
consumer  price  index  during  the  same  period.)    The  following  table 
shows  the  family  income  distribution  for  Boston  families  in  1970. 

TABLE  4 


INCOME  CATEGORY  OF  BOSTON  FAMILIES 

Income  Category  Percentage  of  Families 

Under  $2,999  10% 

$3,000-$5,999  17 

$6,000-$8;,999  22 

$9,000-$ll,999  20 

$12,000-$14,999  13 

$15,000-$24,999  15 
$25 a 000  and  over  3 

In  1970,  every  North  City  neighborhood  had  a  median  family  income  that 

was  lower  than  the  city's.  (See  Tables  G1-G4,  Appendix).    These  medians 

were:    East  Boston,  $8,620;  South  Boston,  $8,704;  North  End  $8,395; 
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Charleston,  $8,828.    The  fact  that  these  medians  were  lover  than  the 

may  be  related  to  the  previously  mentioned  fact  that  all  four 
North  City  neighborhoods  had  a  higher  percentage  of  non-high  school 
graduates  than  the  city. 

There  are  distinct  racial  and  ethnic  differences  in  income  patterns. 
For  example,  in  every  North  City  neighborhood  for  vhich  there  is  data, 
the  median  family  income  for  Blacks  is  lower  than  that  for  Whites. 
Thus,  while  the  median  family  income  for  North  City  Whites  ranged 
from  $8,393  to  $8,915,  the  median  for  Blacks  ranged  from  $3,236  to 
$7,050.    Moreover,  in  the  North  End  and  Charlestown,  median  family 
income  for  the  Spanish-speaking  was  higher  than  that  for  Whites . 
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SUMMARY 

East  Boston 

Although  the  total  population  of  East  Boston  decreased  11%  from  1960  to 
1970,  the  non-white  population  increased  from  71  to  448  persons  during 
the  same  period. 

East  Boston  had  a  relatively  high  percentage  of  foreign  stock  (49%)  in 
its  population,  and  the  largest  group  of  them  claimed  Italy  as  their 
country  of  origin. 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  East  Boston  had  a  smaller  percentage  of 
female-headed  families  (18%)  than  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Only  36%  of  East  Boston  residents  completed  high  school,  and  only  3% 
completed  college. 

The  largest  occupational  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  "Clerical" 
and  427.  of  employed  persons  were  in  white-collar  jobs. 

Median  family  income  for  East  Boston  was  $8,620,  lower  than  that  for 
the  city  as  a  whole,    The  largest  percentage  of  families  was  in  the 
$6,000-$8,999  income  bracket. 
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South  Boston 

Between  1.960  and  1970,  South  Boston  had  a  16%  loss  in  its  total 
population.     Its  non-white  population  showed  an  increase  of  373  persons. 

South  Boston  had  a  moderate  percentage  of  foreign  stock  (37%)  and  the 
most  frequently  reported  country  of  origin  was  Ireland. 

This  neighborhood  had  a  greater  percentage  of  female-headed  families  (26%) 
than  did  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Fifty-seven  percent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school. 
In  the  black  population  47%  of  those  sampled  did  not  complete  high  school? 
for  the  White  population  the  figure  was  57%,  and  for  the  Spanish 
population,  100%. 

The  largest  employment  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  Clerical.  The 
percentage  of  workers  in  white-collar  occupations  vss  47%,  somewhat  lower 
than  that  for  the  city. 

South  Boston's  median  family  income  was  $8,704,  which  is  slightly  lower 
than  that  for  city  as  a  whole      The  most  frequently  reported  income 
bracket  was  equally  distributed  between  the  $6, 000-$8, 999  and 
$9,000-$ll,999  categories . 
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North  End 

Between  1960  and  1970,  the  North  End  lost  177.  of  its  total  population. 
The  non -white  population  changed  from  49  to  52  persons  between  1960  and 
1970,  a  change  of  only  6%. 

The  percentage  of  foreign  stock  in  the  North  End  (66%)  was  higher  than 
that  for  Boston  City.    The  most  frequently  reported  country  of  origin 
was  Italy. 

The  age  patterns  were  very  similar  to  the  age  pattern  of  the  city  as  a 
whole  o 

k 

The  North  End  had  a  smaller  percentage  of  female -headed  families  (167.), 
than  did  the  city  as  a  whole. 

Seventy  percent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school,  a 
figure  substantially  higher  than  the  corresponding  figure  for  the  city 
as  a  whole.    This  percentage  also  occurred  in  both  the  White  and  Spanish 
populations . 

The  most  frequently  reported  occupational  category  is  Operatives.  Forty- 
three  percent  of  North  End  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Median  family  income  for  the  North  End  was  $8,395,  smaller  than  that  for 
the  city  as  a  whole.    The  highest  percentage  of  families  fell  into  the 
$6,000-$8,999  category. 
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Charlestown 

Charles  town  lost  247.  of  its  total  population  between  1960  and  1970.  A 
moderate  change  in  n on -white  population  occurred  in  this  neighborhood, 
which  showed  an  increase  of  91%. 

There  was  a  sizeable  percentage  of  persons  of  foreign  stock  in  this 
area  (327.  of  the  population) .    The  most  frequently  reported  country  of 
origin  was  Ireland. 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  this  neighborhood  had  a  greater  percentage 
of  female-headed  families  (257.)  than  did  the  city  as  a  whole. 

In  Charlestown  557.  of  the  total  and  White  populations,  1007.  of  the  Black 
population  and  477.  of  the  Spanish  population  did  not  complete  high  school. 

The  occupational  category  with  the  greatest  percentage  of  respondents  is 
Clerical.  Forty-six  percent  of  Charlestown  workers  were  in  white-collar 
occupations . 

Median  family  income  for  Charlestown  was  $8,828,  which  ia  lower  than 
that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.    The  highest  percentage  of  families  fell 
into  the  $6#000-$8,999  category. 
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TABLE  A 


POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 


Year 

Total  Population 

Chance  /  10  Years 

Percent 

1970 

641,  071 

-  56,126 

-  8% 

1960 

697,197 

«104; 247 

-13 

1950 

801,444 

+  30,628 

+  4 

1940 

770,816 

-  10,372 

-  1 

1930 

781,188 

+  33.128 

+  4 

1920 

748,060 

+  77,475 

+12 

1910 

670,585 

+109t693 

+20 

1900 

560  892 

TABLE  B 


CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  NON -WHITE  POPULATIONS 


Area 

Boston  City 
Charles town 
East  Boston 
South  Boston 
North  End 


FROM  1960  TO  1970 


Non -White 
Population.  1960 

68,493 

117 

71 
317 

49 


Non -White 
Population,  1970 

116,362 

223 

448 

690 

52 


Percent 

Change /10  Years 
+  707o 
+  91 
+531 
+118 
+  6 
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TABLE  C 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN  OF  FOREIGN  STOCK 


Country  of  Origin 

Boston 

North  End 

Charlestown 

East 
Boston 

South 
Boston 

United  Kingdom 

57. 

17, 

87, 

27, 

57. 

Ireland 

23 

1 

42 

3 

36 

Scandinavia 

2 

* 

1 

1 

1 

Greece 

3 

* 

1 

1 

1 

Italy 

19 

89 

14 

73 

12 

France 

★ 

* 

* 

* 

Germany 

2 

* 

1 

1 

2 

Eastern  European 

7 

1 

5 

1 

17 

Other  European 

3 

2 

3 

3 

4 

USSR 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

China 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Other  Asian 

3 

* 

* 

* 

•a 

1 

Canada 

15 

2 

21 

11 

17 

All  Others 

9 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1007, 

1007, 

1007, 

1007, 

1007, 

N=237,089 

N=79233 

N=4>713 

N=18,988 

N=14,141 
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TABLE  D 


AGE  GROUP  BY  AREA 


Ajte  Group 

Charlestown 

East  Boston 

South  Boston 

North  End 

Under  5 

8% 

8% 

8% 

6% 

5-14  Years 

20 

17 

18 

12 

15-19  Years 

10 

8 

9 

7 

20-34  Years 

20 

20 

18 

22 

35-54  Years 

21 

24 

22 

25 

55-64  Years 

10 

11 

11 

13 

65  and  Over 

11 

12 

14 

15 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=15,353 

N=38,900 

38, 488 

N=ll,077 
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TABLE  E~l 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS 

COMPLETED 

IN  EAST  BOSTON  POPULATION 

Number  of  School 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years  Completed 

Population 

P@pul.stii 

>n  Population 

Population 

0-8  Years 

37% 

37% 

23% 

57% 

1-3  Years  High 

School 

27 

2? 

36 

14 

High  School  Grad 

28 

28 

28 

22 

1-3  Years  College 

5 

5 

13 

* 

College  Grad  Or 

More 

3 

3 

7 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=22,420 

N=22,275 

N»82 

N-214 

TABLE  E-2 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS 

COMPLETED 

IN  SOUTH  BOSTON  POPULATION 

Number  of  School 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years  Completed 

Population 

Population  Population 

Population 

0-8  Years 

31% 

31% 

46% 

82% 

1-3  Years  High  School  26 

26 

1 

18 

High  School  Grad 

34 

34 

42 

* 

1-3  Years  College 

4 

4 

11 

* 

College  Grad  Or 

More 

5 

5 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=21,966 

N=21,652 

N-148 

N=77 
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TABLE  E-3 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  NORTH  END  POPULATION 


Number  of  School 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years  Completed 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

0-8  Years 

527, 

52% 

59% 

1-3  Years  High 

School 

18 

18 

11 

High  School  Grad 

18 

18 

30 

1-3  Years  College 

5 

5 

* 

College  Grad  Or 

More 

7 

7 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N«7,353 

N-7,325 

N»118 

TABLE  E-4 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  CHARLESTOWN  POPULATION 


Number  of  School 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years  Completed 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

0-8  Years 

27% 

27% 

33% 

* 

1-3  Years  High 

School 

28 

28 

67 

47% 

High  School  Grad 

36 

36 

* 

53 

1-3  Year 8  College 

5 

5 

* 

* 

College  Grad  Or 

More 

4 

4 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N»8,291 

Na8,173 

N=18 

N=17 
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TABLE  F-l 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  EAST  BOSTON 

Total  White  Black  Spanish 


Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Professional, 
Technical 

87c 

8% 

* 

22% 

Managers , 
Administrators 

4 

4 

* 

11 

Sales 

4 

4 

* 

* 

ZD 

9A 

7 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

15 

15 

14 

6 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

18 

18 

* 

25 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

4 

4 

* 

8 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

6 

6 

* 

12 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

15 

15 

36 

9 

Private  Household 
Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

100% 

* 
100% 

* 

100% 

* 

100% 

N=14,560 

N=14,477 

N=36 

N=118 
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TABLE  F-2 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON 

Total  White  Black  Spanish 


Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Professional, 
Technical 

9% 

9% 

* 

* 

Managers, 
Administrators 

4 

4 

* 

* 

Sales 

4 

4 

* 

* 

£.  J  la 

4H  /o 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

12 

12 

19 

21 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

12 

12 

19 

24 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

5 

5 

* 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

6 

6 

22 

12 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

18 

18 

11 

9 

Private  Household 
Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 
100% 

* 

100% 

1007o 

* 

1007, 

N=13,498 

N=13,344 

N=85 

N=168 
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TABLE  F-3 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  NORTH  END 

Total  White  Black  Spanish 


Occupation 

Population 

Population  Population 

Population 

Professional, 
Technical 

12% 

11% 

* 

Managers, 
Administrators 

4 

4 

* 

Sales 

6 

6 

* 

Clerical 

21 

21 

35% 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

11 

11 

26 

Opera tives*  Except 
Transport 

22 

23 

11 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

3 

3 

* 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

9 

9 

14 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

12 

12 

14 

Private  Household 
Workers 

* 

* 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N«4,521 

N=4,502 

N=66 

27  - 


TABLE  F-4 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  CHARLESTOWN 

Total  White  Black  Spanish 


Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Professional, 
Technical 

97, 

9% 

* 

* 

Managers, 
Administrators 

3 

3 

* 

* 

Sales 

4 

4 

* 

* 

Clerical 

30 

31 

* 

* 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

12 

12 

677o 

1007o 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

10 

9 

* 

* 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

6 

6 

* 

* 

Laborers,  Except 
Farm 

10 

10 

* 

* 

Service,  Except 
Private  Household 

16 

16 

33 

* 

Private  Household 
Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

100% 

1007. 

1007o 

1007c 

N=5,547 

Na5,476 

N=6 

N=9 
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TABLE  G-l 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  EAST  BOSTON 

Total  Total              White  Black  Spanish 

Family  Income  Population      Population      Population  Population 

Under  $2,999  11% 

$3,000-$5,999  18 

$6,000-$89999  26 

$9,000-$ll,999  21 

$12,000-$14,999  12 

$15,000-$245999  11 

$25,000  and  Over   1__ 

100% 
Na10,098 

Median  Family 

Income  $8,620            $8,656  $3,236  $7,818 


10% 

42% 

16% 

17 

43 

12 

26 

15 

37 

21 

* 

10 

13 

* 

11 

12 

* 

14 

1 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=9,998 

Na,61 

N-118 

TABLE  G-2 


TOTAL 

FAMILY  INCOME 

FOR  FAMILIES 

IN  SOUTH  BOSTON 

Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

12% 

12% 

* 

52% 

$3,000-$5,999 

19 

18 

41% 

10 

$6,000-$8,999 

20 

21 

25 

38 

$9,000-$ll3999 

20 

20 

34 

* 

$12,000-$14,999 

14 

14 

* 

* 

$15,000-$24,999 

13 

13 

* 

* 

$25,000  and  Over 

2 

2 

* 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N=9,115 

N=9,000 

N=59 

N=40 

Median  Family 

Income 

$8,704 

$8,731 

$7,050 

$2,928 

-  29  - 


TABLE  G-3 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  NORTH  END 

Total                     Total  White  Black  Spanish 

Family  Income     *    Population  Population  Population  Population 

Under  $2,999                 147.  14%                 -  * 

$3,000-$5,999                16  16                   -  26% 

$6,000-$8,999                26  26                   -  10 

$9,000-$ll,999              22  23                   -  50 

$12,000-$14,999            12  12                   -  14 

$15,000-$24,999              9  8                   -  * 

$25,000  and  Over            1   1_                 -  » 

100%  100%  100% 

N=2,757  N«2,748  N=42 

Median  Family 

Income                      $8,395  $8,393  $9,285 


TABLE  G-4 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  CHARLESTOWN 


Total 

Total 

Family  Income 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

12% 

$3,000-$5,999 

17 

$63000-$8,999 

22 

$9,000-$ll,999 

19 

$12,000-$143999 

13 

$15 9 000-$ 24, 999 

14 

$25,000  and  Over 

3 

100% 

N=3,517 

Median  Family 
Income  $8,828 


White  Black  Spanish 

Population    Population  Population 


12% 

* 

* 

17 

* 

* 

22 

100% 

* 

19 

* 

100% 

13 

* 

* 

14 

* 

* 

3 

* 

100% 

100% 

100% 

N-3,451 

Nsll 

N=9 

$8,915  $6,500  $9,500 
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INTRODUCTION 


One  of  the  prerequisites  of  sound  social  planning  for  an  area  is  the 
availability  of  an  adequate  data  base  from  which  to  draw  conclusions  and 
make  predictions.    Such  information  as  the  population  of  an  area,  the 
proportion  of  fatherless  families,  the  age  structure,  and  the  educational 
background,  all  provide  indications  of  the  most  effective  ways  in  which 
community  resources  may  be  allocated. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  provide  such  a  data  base  for  the 
Center  City  area  of  Boston.      This  area  consists  of  the  following 
neighborhoods;    Roxbury,  South  End  and  North  Dorchester. 

The  information  presented  is  based  primarily  on  the  1970  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing  and  is  organised  into  two  categories  -  - 
1)  population  and  family  composition,  and  2)  socioeconomic 
characteristics.     In  some  cases  trend  data  are  also  reported,  based  on 
comparisons  of  the  1970  data  with  those  for  1960. 


* 

Reports  on  the  North  City,  West  City,  and  South  City  are  also 
available  as  part  of  the  series. 


CENTER  CITY  bostom  m£a 
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The  Center  City  Neighborhoods 

Center  City:    South  End,  Roicbury,  North  Dorchester 

The  three  neighborhoods  that  comprise  the  core  of  Boston  are  often 
lumped  together  and  labelled  "ghetto."    While  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  poverty  in  Center  City,  it  is  misleading  to  characterise  the  entire 
area  with  a  term  that  denotes  such  hopelessness . 

The  South  End  was  once  one  of  the  most  fashionable  and  wealthy  areas  of 
the  city,  and  is  currently  being  renewed  after  its  stint  as  the  local 
skid  row.     It  also  contains  Boston's  Chinatown  and  is  home  for  a 
number  of  other  diverse  ethnic  groups. 

Roxbury  lies  right  in  the  heart  of  the  city  and  stretches  west  to 
Brookline.    The  majority  of  its  residents  are  Black  and  many  of  them 
are  living  in  dire  poverty.    However,  like  North  Dorchester  to  the 
east,  residents  have  organized  tenants'  groups  and  councils  and  are 
attempting  to  improve  their  living  conditions  and  neighborhoods. 
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POPULATION  AND  FAMILY  COMPOSITION 


Total  Population 

Boston  has  been  experiencing  a  major  decrease  in  population  since  1950 
(See  Table  A,  Appendix).    The  population  decreased  by  104,247  from 
1950  to  1960,  and  by  another  56,126  by  1970,  bringing  the  total 
population  to  641,071.    This  represents  an  eight  percent  loss  since  1960, 

The  three  Center  City  neighborhoods  followed  this  trend  in  varying 
degrees  (See  Table  1,  below).    Between  1960  and  1970,  the  South  End  lost 
30%  of  its  population,  Roxbury  lost  26%,  and  North  Dorchester  lost  10%, 
a  loss  similar  to  that  for  Boston  as  a  whole. 

TABLE  1 


CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  POPULATION 


FROM  1960  TO  1970 

Percent 

Neighbor hood  1960  Population      1970  Population  Change 

South  End  35,082  24,505  -30% 

Roxbury  84,924  62,856  -26 

North  Dorchester  112,504  101,386  -10 

Racial  Composition 

Despite  the  general  decrease  in  its  population,  Boston  has  experienced  a 

ft 

70%  increase  in  its  non-white  population.      Two  of  the  three  Center  City 


* 

For  the  1960  Census,  "non -white"  includes  Negroes,  American  Indians, 
Japanese,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Asian  Indians  and  Malayans.  For 
the  1970  Census,  the  "non -white"  figure  was  obtained  by  subtracting 
figures  for  "whites"  from  those  for  "total  population." 
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neighborhoods  shoved  increases  in  n on -white  population  (See  Table  B, 
Appendix) .    From  i960  to  1970,  the  number  of  non-whites  in  North 
Dorchester  grew  from  11,235  to  34,541,  a  207%  increase.    A  much 
smaller  increase  (127.)  occurred  in  Roxbury,  while  the  South  End 
experienced  an  87.  decrease  in  non -white  population. 

Nativity 

For  the  purposes  of  the  1970  Census,  "foreign  stock"  is  defined  as 
those  persons  born  in  a  foreign  country  or  having  at  least  one 
foreign-born  parent.     In  1970,  this  "foreign  stock"  accounted  for 
37%  of  Boston's  population.    A  wide  range  of  countries  are 
represented  in  this  group,  but  the  greatest  number  of  foreign  stock 
come  from  Ireland  and  from  Italy  (See  Table  C,  Appendix). 

All  of  the  Center  City  neighborhoods  had  sizeable  percentages  of 
foreign  stock.     In  the  South  End,  36%  of  the  population  were  foreign 
stock,  and  of  these,  37%  were  of  Chinese  origin.     In  North  Dorchester, 
30%  were  foreign  stock,  with  Ireland  named  most  often  as  country  of 
origin.    In  Roxbury,  21%  of  the  residents  claimed  a  distinct  ethnic 
background,  though  no  one  country  predominates.     In  addition  to  those 
groups  mentioned  above,  there  was  a  large  group  of  Canadians  in  North 
Dorchester,  large  groups  of  Irish  and  Canadians  in  Roxbury,  and  a 
sizeable  number  of  Asians  in  the  South  End. 

Axe  Patterns 

Knowledge  of  a  community's  age  structure  enables  planners  to  provide 
adequate  and  appropriate  services  for  that  community.    How  to  allocate 
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services  for  the  aged-,  for  children,  and  for  young  or  middle  aged  adults 
depends  in  part  upon  the  relative  proportion  of  each  group  in  the 
population o 

The  City  of  Boston  had  the  fol loving  age  distribution  in  1970s 

TABLE  2 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  IN  1970 

Age  Category  Percentage 

Under  5  years  8% 
5-14  years  16 
15-19  years  10 
20-34  years  23 
35-54  years  20 
55-64  years  10 
65  and  over  13 

1007. 

The  Center  City  neighborhoods  were  similar  in  age  distribution  to  the 
City  as  a  whole  (See  Table  D9  Appendix).     In  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester, 
however,  a  somewhat  higher  percentage  of  the  population  was  under 
fourteen,  while  in  the  South  End  a  smaller  percentage  of  residents  was 
under  fourteen. 

Family  Composition 

Information  about  family  structures  in  a  given  area  also  proves  useful  to 
social  planners.    For  example,,  pinpointing  neighborhoods  with  large 
numbers  of  one -parent  families  would  prove  useful  in  planning  the  location 
of  Boys'  Clubs,  Girls'  Clubs,  or  Big  Brother /Big  Sister  programs  in  order 
to  maximize  their  benefits. 
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Of  the  165,056  families  in  Boston  in  1970,  74%  were  husband -wife 
families,  5%  were  headed  by  a  male  other  than  the  father,  and  217.  were 
female-headed  households. 

All  three  Center  City  neighborhoods  contained  a  smaller  percentage  of 
husband -wife  families  and  a  correspondingly  higher  percentage  of 
female -headed  families.    The  following  table  gives  the  data: 

TABLE  3 


FAMILY  STRUCTURE  IN  1970 


All  Husband-Wife    Families  With       Families  With 

Neighborhood  Families       Families  Other  Male  Head    Female  Head 

South  End  4,047  707.  6%  24% 

North  Dorchester  23,455  66  5  29 

Roxbury  13,636  57  5  38 

Husband-wife  families  accounted  for  70%  of  families  in  the  South  End, 
66%  in  North  Dorchester,  and  only  57%  in  Roxbury.    Conversely,  female-headed 
households  accounted  for  24%  of  the  South  End  families,  29%  in  North 
Dorchester,  and  38%  in  Roxbury,  a  significantly  larger  percentage  than  for 
the  City  of  Boston 
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SOCIOECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS 

Education 

Educational  level  is  an  important  factor  in  determining  the  life  style  of 
persons  in  any  particular  area.    The  Fourth  Count  Census  data  provide 
figures  for  the  number  of  school  years  completed  by  persons  25  years  or 
older. 


TABLE  4 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 

0-  8  Years 

1-  3  Years  High 
School 

High  School  Grad 
1-3  Years  College 
College  Grad  or 
More 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


BY  BOSTON  RESIDENTS 


Total 

Population 

26% 

21 
34 
9 

10 
100% 


White 
Population 

257. 

20 
35 
9 

11 
100% 


Black 
Population 

29% 

26 
33 
8 

4 

100% 


Spanish-speaking 
Population  

44% 

16 

20 
9 

-U- 
100% 


The  above  table  shows  that  47%  of  the  total  group  of  respondents  did  not 
complete  high  school.    When  this  data  is  further  broken  down  by  racial/ 
ethnic  groups,  it  is  seen  that  non-high  school  graduates  account  for  45% 
of  the  Whites,  55%  of  the  Blacks,  and  60%  of  the  Spanish -speaking. 


Residents  in  the  three  Center  City  neighborhoods  had,  in  general,  a  lower 
education  level  than  that  for  the  City  of  Boston  (See  Tables  El  -  E3, 
Appendix).    For  each  neighborhood,  the  percentage  of  high  school  graduates 
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Is  lower  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  vhole.  However,  the  same  racial/ 
ethnic  variations  are  seen  within  each  neighborhood.    Thus,  the 
percentages  of  Whites  who  did  not  complete  high  school  are:  South 
End,  461;  Roxbury,  53X;  and  North  Dorchester,  55%.    For  Blacks,  the 
figures  for  non-high  school  graduates  are  65%  for  the  South  End  and 
55%  for  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester.    For  the  Spanish-speaking 
population  in  the  Center  City,  the  proportion  of  persons  with  no 
high  school  diploma  was  quite  high  -  75%  in  the  South  End  and 
Roxbury,  and  73%  in  North  Dorchester. 

Despite  this  generally  low  level  of  education,  two  Center  City 
neighborhoods  have  a  higher  proportion  of  col lege -educated  Whites 
that  the  city  as  a  whole  (11%).    These  are  the  South  End  (18%)  and 
Roxbury  (12%) .    In  contrast  in  North  Dorchester  only  4%  of  the 
Whites  are  college  educated.    In  all  three  neighborhoods,  the 
percentages  of  college  educated  Blacks  and  Spanish-speaking  are 
lower  than  the  percentages  for  Whites. 


Occupation 

A  person's  occupation  is  often  a  useful  indicator  of  his  life  style. 
The  occupational  breakdown  for  Boston  in  1970  is  as  follows: 
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TABLE  5 


OCCUPATION  OF  BOSTON  WORKERS 


Occupation 

Percentage 

Professional /Technical 

17X 

Managers /Administrator s 

6 

Sales 

6 

Clerical 

28 

Craftsmen /Foremen 

10 

Operatives  (Except  Transport) 

10 

Transport  Equipment  Operatives 

3 

Laborers  (Except  Farm) 

4 

Service  (Except  Private  Household) 

15 

Private  Household  Workers 

1 

Farm  Workers 

* 

100X 

(N«246,739) 

It  can  be  seen  from  this  table  that  57%  of  Boston's  workers  vera  in 
white-collar  jobs  (i.e.  Professional /Technical,  Managers /Administrators, 
Sales,  and  Clerical.)    The  largest  number  (28%)  were  engaged  in  clerical 
occupations. 

In  the  Center  City  (See  Tables  Fl  -  F3,  Appendix),  the  occupational 
categories  most  represented  were  Clerical  in  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester 
and  Service  in  the  South  End.    Overall,  the  percentage  of  white-collar 
workers  is  lower  for  these  three  neighborhoods  than  for  Boston  as  a  whole, 
the  figures  being  47%  for  Roxbury,  477.  for  the  South  End,  and  43X  for 
North  Dorchester. 


*  Less  than  .57.o 
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When  the  population  is  broken  down  into  racial /ethnic  categories, 
different  occupational  categories  become  prominent  for  each  group. 
For  Whites  in  the  Center  City,  the  categories  most  represented  are 
Clerical  (North  Dorchester),  Professional /Technical  (South  End),  and 
an  equal  number  in  both  these  groups  in  Roxbury.    For  Black  workers, 
the  greatest  percentage  in  Roxbury  and  North  Dorchester  were  in 
clerical  occupations,  while  the  greatest  number  in  the  South  End 
were  service  workers.     In  all  three  neighborhoods,  the  largest 
percentage  of  Spanish-speaking  workers  were  operatives. 

Family  Income 

Family  income  is  another  variable  of  extreme  importance  in  social 
planning.    More  affluent  families  may  be  able  to  purchase  a  wide 
range  of  services,  while  poorer  families  may  require  either  publicly 
or  privately  subsidized  services. 

According  to  the  Census,  the  median  family  income  in  Boston  was 
$5,747  in  1960.    By  1970,  the  figure  had  risen  to  $9,133,  an  increase 
of  59%.     (The  consumer  price  index  during  this  10  year  period  increased 
34. 9%).    Table  6  shows  the  distribution  of  family  incocnes  for  Boston  in 
1970. 
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TABLE  6 

INCOME  DISTRIBUTION  OF  BOSTON  FAMILIES 

Income  Category  Percentage  of  Families 

Under  $3,000  101 
$3s000-$5,999  17 
$6,000-$8,999  22 
$9,000-$ll,999  20 
$12,Q00~$14,999  13 
$15,000«$24,999  15 

$25,000  and  Over   3_ 

100% 

Center  City  incomes  were  below  average  for  the  city,  with  median  Incomes  of 
$8,153  (North  Dorchester),  $6,588  (Roxbury),  and  $6,532  (South  End). 

For  the  South  End  and  Roxbury,  the  income  category  reported  most  often  was 
$3,000-$5,999,  while  North  Dorchester  residents  fell  into  the  categories 
$3,000-$5,999  and  $6,000-$8,999  with  about  equal  frequency  (See  Tables 
G1-G3,  Appendix). 


Racial/ethnic  breakdowns  show  that  Whites  in  all  three  neighborhoods  had  a 
higher  median  income  than  did  the  Blacks  and  Spanish-speaking. 
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SUMMARY 

South  End 

Although  the  South  End  lost  30%  of  its  total  population  between  1960 
and  1970,  it  shoved  a  decrease  of  only  87.  In  non -white  population. 

There  was  a  sizeable  percentage  of  persons  of  foreign  stock  in  this 
area  (367,  of  the  population).    Of  this  group,  the  highest  percentage 
claimed  China  as  their  country  of  origin. 

The  population  in  the  South  End  was,  on  the  whole,  slightly  older  than 
the  total  Boston  City  population. 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  the  South  End  had  a  somewhat  smaller 
percentage  of  husband-wife  families  (707.)  than  the  City  of  Boston  and  a 
correspondingly  higher  percentage  of  female -headed  families  (247.)  than 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Fifty-six  per  cent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school 
but  187.  of  the  White,  97.  of  the  Spanish  sample  and  67.  of  the  Black 
sample  completed  college. 

The  largest  single  employment  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  Service, 
although  477.  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Median  family  income  for  the  South  End  was  $6,532,  which  is  lower  than 
that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.    In  addition,  the  largest  percentage  of 
families  was  in  the  $3,000  -  $5,999  income  bracket. 


12. 


Roxbury 

Roxbury  lost  267.  of  its  total  population  between  1960  and  1970.  However, 
it  experienced  a  gain  of  127.  in  its  non-white  population  during  the  same 
period. 

Twenty-one  percent  of  the  population  in  Roxbury  was  foreign  stock. 
However,  no  single  country  of  origin  contributed  a  noteable  majority. 

The  population  in  Roxbury  was  slightly  younger  than  the  total  Boston  City 
population., 

In  regard  to  family  structure,  Roxbury  had  a  much  lower  percentage  of 
husband -wife  families  (577.)  than  did  the  city  as  a  whole  with  a 
correspondingly  higher  percentage  of  female-headed  families  (38%)  than 
the  city. 

Fifty-five  percent  of  the  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high  school, 
while  12%  of  the  White  sample,  4%  of  the  Black  and  57,  of  the  Spanish 
sample  completed  college. 

The  largest  employment  category  in  this  neighborhood  was  Clerical,  and 
477.  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations. 

Median  family  income  for  Roxbury  was  $6,588,  which  is  lower  than  that 
for  the  city  as  a  whole.    The  largest  percentage  of  families  was  in  the 
$3,000-$5,999  income  bracket . 
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North  Dorchester 

While  North  Dorchester  lost  107.  of  its  total  population  between 
1960  and  1970,  it  experienced  a  207%  increase  in  its  non-white 
population  during  this  time. 

Thirty  percent  of  the  population  in  this  area  was  foreign  stock. 
The  highest  percentage  of  foreign  stock  claimed  Ireland  as  their 
country  of  origin. 

The  population  in  North  Dorchester  was  slightly  younger  than  the 
total  Boston  City  population. 

In  terms  of  family  structure,  North  Dorchester  had  667.  husband -wife 
families  and  297.  families  with  female  heads. 

Fifty-five  percent  of  this  area's  residents  did  not  complete  high 
school,  and  only  47.  completed  college. 

The  greatest  percentage  of  workers  in  this  area  were  in  clerical 
positions  and  437.  of  its  workers  were  in  white-collar  occupations . 

North  Dorchester's  median  family  income  was  $8,153  which  is  slightly 
lower  than  that  for  the  city  as  a  whole.    The  two  almost  equally 
mentioned  income  brackets  were  $3,000-$5,999  and  $6,000-$8,999. 


APPENDIX 
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TABLE  A 

POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON 

Percent 

Year  Total  Population  Change /10  Years  Change 

1970  641,071  -  56,126  -  87. 

1960  697,197  -104,247  -13 

1950  801,444  +  30,628  +  4 

1940  770,816  -  10,372  -  1 

1930  781,188  +  33,128  +  4 

1920  748,060  +  77,475  +12 

1910  670,585  +109,693  +20 

1900  560,892 


TABLE  B 


CHANGES  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  NON -WHITE  POPULATIONS 


FROM  1960  TO  1970 


Area 

Boston 
Roxbury 
South  End 


Non -White 
Population.  1960 

68,493 
37,530 
12,448 


North  Dorchester  11,235 


Non-White  Percent 

Population,  1970  Change 

116,362  +  707. 

41,984  +  12 

11,448  -  8 

34,541  +207 


15. 


TABLE  C 


COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN  OF  FOREIGN  STOCK 

Area 

Country  of  Origin 

Total  City 
Boston 

'North 
Dorchester 

RoKbicry 

South  En< 

United  Kingdom 

57. 

57. 

67. 

37, 

Ireland 

23 

29 

19 

8 

Scandinavia 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Greece 

3 

1 

3 

5 

Italy 

19 

9 

5 

3 

France 

* 

* 

* 

1 

Germany 

27. 

2  7. 

37. 

2 

Eastern  European 

7 

9 

3 

3 

Other  European 

3 

4 

4 

2 

USSR 

7 

2 

3 

3 

China 

2 

1 

1 

37 

Other  Asian 

3 

2 

4 

11 

Canada 

15 

19 

16 

9 

All  Others 

9 

1007. 

15 
1007. 

32 
1007. 

11 
1007. 

(N=237,089) 

(N=30,621) 

(N-13,348) 

(N=8,811) 

Less  than  .57.. 


16. 


TABLE  D 


AGE  GROUP  BY  AREA 


Age  Group  South  End  Roxbury  North  Dorchester 


Under  5 

67. 

107. 

117. 

^         1  /        V  4Zk  A  V*  0 

J    1h  IcdlS 

1 1 

X  1 

20 

£m  Am 

15-19  Years 

6 

9 

9 

Vcarc 
jt  iears 

24 

20 

35-54  Years 

24 

19 

20 

S  S -  V«9rc 
j j  oh  icaia 

7 

g 

65  and  Over 

14 

11 

10 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

(NF24,505) 

(N=62,856) 

(N=1019386) 

TABLE  E-l 

NUMBER  OF 

SCHOOL  YEARS 

COMPLETED 

IN  THE 

SOUTH  END  POPULATION 

Number  of  School 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Years  Completed 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

0-8  Years 

387. 

307. 

427. 

587. 

1-3  Yrs.High  School 

18 

16 

23 

17 

High  School  Grad 

24 

25 

23 

11 

1-3  Yrs„  College 

8 

11 

6 

5 

College  Grad  or 

More 

12 

18 

6 

9 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

(N»16,042) 

(Ns9,004) 

(N=4,574) 

(N=58) 

17. 


TABLE  E-2 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 

0-  8  Years 

1-  3  Years  High 
School 

High  School  Grad 
1-3  Years  College 
College  Grad  or  More 


NUMBER  OF 

SCHOOL  YEARS 

COMPLETED 

IN  ROXBURY  POPULATION 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Population 

Population 

Population. 

Population 

317, 

337. 

297. 

537. 

24 

20 

26 

22 

30 

27 

33 

17 

8 

8 

8 

3 

7 

12 

4 

5 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

(N=31,343) 

(N«129430) 

(N*18,554) 

(N=l,297) 

TABLE  E-3 


NUMBER  OF  SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED 


IN  NORTH  DORCHESTER  POPULATION 


Number  of  School 
Years  Completed 

0-  8  Years 

1-  3  Years  High 
School 

High  School  Grad 
1-3  Years  College 
College  Grad  or  More 


Total 

Population 

297. 

26 
35 
6 
4 

1007. 
(N=49,957) 


White 
Population 

307. 

25 
35 

6 

4 

1007. 
(Ns36,434) 


Black 
Population 

277. 

28 
35 
7 


1007. 
(N=13,192) 


Spanish 
Population 

557. 

18 
19 

5 
3 

1007. 
(N=l,301) 


18  c 


TABLE  F-l 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  SOUTH  END 


Total 

Wlute 

Black 

Spanish 

Occupation 

ropula t ion 

Population 

Population 

ropuiat  1< 

Professional, 

Technical 

1  o  or 

18% 

277. 

AM 

87. 

57. 

Managers , 

Adniinis  tra  tors 

6 

8 

3 

2 

Sales 

4 

5 

1 

2 

Clerical 

19 

21 

19 

5 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

6 

6 

10 

18 

Operatives,  Except 

Transport 

14 

7 

20 

34 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Laborers,  Except  Farm 

3 

2 

7 

2 

Service,  Except  Private 

Household 

28 

21 

28 

28 

Private  Household 

Workers 

* 

* 

2 

* 

Farm  Workers 

* 

* 

* 

1007. 

1007. 

100% 

100% 

(N=8,494) 

(N=4,773) 

(Ns2,021) 

(N=236) 

TABLE  F-2 


OCCUPATION  OF 

POPULATION  OF 

ROXBURY 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Occupation 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Populat 

Professional, 

Technical 

177. 

247. 

127. 

107. 

Managers, 

Admin  istrators 

3 

4 

3 

2 

Sales 

3 

3 

3 

* 

Clerical 

24 

24 

23 

247. 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

9 

8 

9 

6 

Operatives,  Except 

Transport 

14 

9 

17 

27 

Transport  Equipment 

Operatives 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Laborers,  Except  Farm 

5 

5 

5 

4 

Service,  Except  Private 

Household 

20 

20 

20 

23 

Private  Household 

Workers 

2 

* 

4 

2 

Farm  Workers 

TOOT 

TOOT 

TOOT 

(N*19,233) 

(N-7,647) 

(N=ll,317) 

(N=848) 

19. 


TABLE  F-3 


OCCUPATION  OF  POPULATION  OF  NORTH  DORCHESTER 


Total  White  Black  Spanish 


uccupac ion 

Population 

Population 

ropuiation 

ropuiat xon 

Professional,  Technical 

9% 

9% 

87. 

67. 

Managers,  Administrators 

4 

4 

3 

2 

Sales 

5 

5 

4 

2 

Clerical 

25 

29 

23 

11 

Craftsmen,  Foremen 

13 

14 

11 

11 

Operatives,  Except 
Transport 

15 

12 

20 

33 

Transport  Equipment 
Operatives 

5 

5 

4 

5 

Laborers,  Except  Farm 

6 

6 

5 

8 

Service,  Except  Private 
Household 

17 

16 

20 

22 

Private  Household 
Workers 

1 

* 

2 

* 

Farm  Workers 

1007. 

* 

1007. 

* 

1007. 

1007. 

(N*32,793) 

(N=23,483) 

(N=9,083) 

(N=804) 

20. 


TABLE  G~l 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES  IN  THE  SOUTH  END 


Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

177. 

157. 

217. 

337. 

$3,000-$5,999 

28 

22 

34 

38 

$6,000-$8,999 

22 

18 

23 

24 

$9,000-$ll,999 

13 

14 

12 

5 

$12,000-$14,999 

8 

10 

6 

* 

$15,000-$24,999 

9 

15 

4 

* 

$25,000  and  Over 

3 

6 

* 

* 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

Median  Family  Income  $6,532 

$7,992 

$5,528 

$4,019 

(N=4,100) 

(N=l,814) 

(N=l,385) 

(N=348) 

TABLE  G-2 


TOTAL 

FAMILY  INCOME 

FOR  FAMILIES 

IN  ROXBURY 

Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

19% 

167. 

207. 

277. 

$3,000-$5,999 

26 

23 

27 

39 

$6,000-$8,999 

22 

20 

22 

15 

$9,000-$ll,999 

16 

17 

16 

10 

$12,000-$14,999 

9 

11 

8 

5 

$15,000-$24,999 

7 

11 

6 

3 

$25,000  and  Over 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

1007. 

Median  Family  Income 

$6,588 

$7,500 

$6,240 

$5,153 

(N=13,825) 

(N=4P090) 

(Ns9,576) 

(N=797) 

TABLE  G-3 


TOTAL  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  FAMILIES 


IN  NORTH  DORCHESTER 


Total 

Total 

White 

Black 

Spanish 

Family  Income 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Under  $2,999 

14% 

117. 

201 

29Z 

$3,000-$5,999 

21 

17 

28 

31 

$6,000-$8,999 

22 

24 

20 

18 

$9,000-$ll,999 

19 

21 

16 

10 

$12,000-$14,999 

11 

12 

9 

6 

$15,000-$24,999 

11 

13 

6 

4 

$25,000  and  Over 

2 

2 

1 

2 

100% 

100% 

1007. 

100% 

Median  Family  Income 

$8,153 

$8,810 

$6,272 

$4,895 

(N=23,605) 

(N=15,894) 

(Ns7,532) 

(N=811) 
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